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LETTERS to the Editors 





Crisis on the Staircase 


I question the editor's dramatization 
of Luther’s “staircase experience” (“The 
New Luther,” October, 1957) as the pre- 
cise dividing point between medieval and 
modern history. Historians have been 
of the opinion that the change came 
gradually under the collective influence 
of such factors as humanism, the growth 
of national states, expansion of explora- 
tion and trade, the rise of the middle 
class and most definitely the Reforma- 
tion. 

I tend to feel that Luther was a 
major contributing factor to the emerg- 
ence of modern history, but not its sole 
initial determiner. 

Joun L. Krart 
Lancaster, Pa. 


The Reverend Clean Bomb 


In your editorial, “Clean Bomb,” 
(October, 1957), I agree fully “that a 
divine adjective cannot be used to modi- 
fy a human noun.” 

In this connection I wonder why min- 
isters tolerate the title, “reverend,” 
which, as found in Ps. 111:9, is a 
“divine adjective.” 

As you have probably observed, the 
Revised Standard Version has changed 
“reverend” to “terrible,” an adjective 
which would not appear to be very com- 
plimentary when written for priests as 
“very terrible,” “right terrible,” ‘most 
terrible;” or for Protestant clergymen, 
as just simply “terrible.” 

J. D. Roberts 
Milford, Conn. 


Apocrypha and Missions 


I truly believe the Apocrypha (“The 
Apocrypha Revised and Introduced,” 
November, 1957) contains one true jewel 
of godly literature: Baruch, chapter 6. 

I do not know any better description 
of the falseness of dumb idols. I do not 
believe anything better will be written, 
sarcastic, funny, ridiculous, or any strain. 

After the Easter worship in Atliaca in 
1953 I re-read Baruch 6 to the Aztec 
Indian believers assembled. Some had 
never heard the description of idols 
there, how swallows and owls and cats 
sit on their heads and they do not 
brush them off. 

After reading 6:32, Porforio said the 
mayordomo of a saint had offered him 
the same help. The mayordomo took the 
clothes off the images after a year of 
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hanging as on a mannequin, dressed not 
only the dancers, but also his own wife 
and children, with the clothing dedi- 
cated to “Saints” Francis, Nicolas, Mary, 
etc., etc. 
This chapter proves a blessing and an 
eye-opener to the Indians in these parts. 
ArcH MCKINLAY 
Tixtla, Gro., Mexico 


When Should We Cry? 


Let us not “cry” about the 117 Protes- 
tant Air Force chaplains who will be 
“fired” by the end of this year (Window 
on the World, November, 1957) when 
there are situations still existing such as 
that which caused me to ask for release 
from the Air Force chaplaincy. At the 
base at which I was stationed there were 
six Protestant chaplains to one Catholic 
chaplain for about a year. 

. . » Let us begin to “cry” and “cry” 
loudly when one Base chaplain can so 
“dictate” so as to block the effectiveness 
of five Protestant chaplains and cater to 
one Catholic chaplain. 

Let us “cry” loudly when the chaplain 
in charge of literature is told in effect 
that “evangelical” literature is not per- 
mitted on the one Protestant literature 
stand when the Catholic chaplain is al- 
lowed three times as much literature 
space. ; 

. .. Let us “cry” loudly when a chap- 
lain is required by the Base Commander 
to solicit ticket buyers for a dinner- 
cocktail dance. 

. . . Let us “cry” loudly when the 
Sunday School chaplain cannot have 
any choice in the material he uses. 

... Let us “cry” loudly until we make 
each military chaplain effective and un- 
afraid of the brass whether in the ranks 
or in the chaplaincy, then we will not 
have to “cry” about the loss of a few 
excess chaplains. 

J. Wituts Horton, Jr. 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Jeffersonville, N. Y. 


Your Missionary’s Neighbor 


Re. “Proximity or Neighborliness,” 
October, 1957. 

My wife, baby and I lived for our first 
year on an isolated bush station with no 
other missionaries for miles around. Af- 
ricans came and went with no inhibi- 
tions, and we had Africans dropping in 
to visit day and night. We liked it very 
much. 

But neighborliness got to the place 


where they came on the veranda at any 
time, and with the windows and doors 
open in the heat of the day they would 
clap (for knocking) and stick their 
heads inside. ae 

But now having lived both in their 
midst and separated from them I 4m: 
convinced the latter is by far more bene- 
ficial in the vast majority of cases... . 

It is the consensus of opinion of mis- 
sionaries here that it is better to have a 
nice mission station separated from the 
people, churches, schools and other 
houses and to go from your residence to 
the villages to work. 

Once a month Bible classes are held 
on the compound for a few days, where 
the African may not have all the com- 
forts of home, but a place to sleep and 
eat is all that is necessary. . . . People 
are not at all hours wandering aimlessly 
through the compound. This is the 
ideal, and not that “close in” living. 

Your neighborliness is shown best by 
your interest in them and not by their 
familiarity with you and your house. 

E, J. Lavety 


Enugu, Nigeria 


Help! Help! 


We are gathering historical material 
on D. L. Moody in view of the coming 
75th anniversary of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute in 1961. If any of your readers have 
original letters, photographs, clippings, 
or similar material concerning Moody or 
the early days of the Institute, I should 
like to hear from them. 

We are also interested in receiving 
any definite information on voice re- 
cordings of Dr. R. A. Torrey and Dr. 
James M. Gray. 

BERNARD DEREMER 
Moody Bible Institute 
Chicago, Illinois 


Between Extremes 


I appreciated the scholarly yet very 
readable approach of the article, “How 
Mary Holds Allegiance” (December, 
1957). Too often an article on such a 
subject either gets overly emotional or 
else goes to the other extreme and be- 
comes insipid. Congratulations to Eu- 
gene Nida for such a worthwhile article. 

PETER JAMES 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


We neglected to mention last month 
that the excellent article by Eugene Nida 
was reprinted from the fine new pub- 
lication, Practical Anthropology, edited 
by William Smalley, 9 Foxhill Road, 
Valhalla, N. Y.—The Editors 








DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$500 or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 


* * # 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
..- plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 





WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 
a share. 

CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department Dept. ET-58-30-4 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street ¢ Chicago 10, Illinois 


C) Please send me, without obligation, pousLz pIvimeNDs, story of Moody Annuity 
O) Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 
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Foretastes 


This issue will introduce ETERNITY 
~to thousands of new readers. Some 

are old friends of Our Hope, which 
joins with us this month (see page 
5). Others are brand new subscrib- 
ers, benefiting perhaps from a 
friend’s gift. 

If you are one of these thousands, 
we welcome you. We want to become 
more than just another magazine; 
we want to become a friend. 

Sometimes you may disagree with 
us, even as you would disagree with 
a close friend—and still love him. 
Sometimes you may want to write us 
regarding a particular subject. 

As a friend, we will be praying 
for you. Each Friday morning the 
staff of Erernity together with all 





Quotes From This Issue 


“Businesses have a habit of succeed- 
ing, and sons have a habit of going 
bankrupt in such a situation.” (Page 
23) 


“You are in Christ as safely as Christ 
is in God.” (Page 27) 


“We need a revolution in church 
mass communicative methods.” (Page 
31) 


“Even our profoundest convictions 
are not infallible.” (Page 29) 











the employees of The Evangelical 
Foundation, joins to pray. And we 
will pray for you. 

If you can pray—wherever you are 
—each Friday morning at 11:30, we 
welcome you to the fellowship of 
prayer. The Lord knows no geo- 
graphic bounds when His children 
are on their knees. 

* * * 

A favorite with the old-time read- 
ers of ETERNITY is the Survey of the 
Year, written for each January issue 
by the editor-in-chief. You may have 
avidly devoured the contents of the 
daily newspapers for the past twelve 
months, but we believe you'll get a 
better grasp of the world today from 
one reading of the Survey of 1957. 

* * * 


Old-time readers will also note an 
easier reading magazine this month. 
The reason is this: on most pages of 
this issue the type has been increased 
ten per cent in size. 
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Enjoy financial 
security in an 
insecure world 


Thousands of men and women are hap- 
pily unconcerned about the ups and 
downs of the stock market. 

They are secure, and enjoy better-than- 
average returns on their money, large 
deductions in income tax, and a deep 
sense of satisfaction because they are 
contributing to the betterment of the 
world. 

They are holders of American Bible 
Society Annuity Agreements. 

In the 115 years the American Bible 
Society has been writing annuities it has 
never failed. During the Civil War, 
World War I and World War II—and 
even throughout the severe economic 
depressions following the Panics of 1873, 
1893 and 1929—every annuity payment 
was made on time for the full amount. 
_No wonder these annuities are recom- 
mended as safe, proper investments by 
so many banks and counsellors. 

These annuities which are such a bless- 
ing to those who own them also bless 
mankind, for they help the Society in its 
vital ministry of bringing the Bible to 
people everywhere in their own language. 


Prompt, full payments 
without fail 
for over a century 


fhe Send Coupon Today! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet E-81, entitled ‘‘A Gift That Lives.” 


Name 





Address 





City. Zone___ State. 
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PHILADELPHIA COUNCIL 


I have before me a communication 
from the Greater Philadelphia Council 
of Churches. Addressed to “Ministers of 
Churches Not Members of the Council,” 
it is from the President of that Council 
and its subject is announced as “An In- 
vitation.” 

It is indeed an invitation to join the 
Council. The requirements are set out 
as follows: “First, that your church 
would like to join. this ‘fellowship of 
churches which accept our Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour;’ second, that 
it makes an annual contribution from 
its budget through official action; and, 
third, that it names five delegates to the 
Council.” They close by asking us to 
give prayerful consideration to this mat- 
ter and to let them know if they may ex- 
pect us to join. 

I have given prayerful consideration 
to this matter, but there is one thing 
that deters me. I have another com- 
munication from this same Council. It 
is marked Vol. 7, No. 3. The main arti- 
cle in this little paper tells of an effort 
that was put forth to get members of 
the armed forces to attend church dur- 
ing a special Religious Emphasis Day. 
It contains the following: “Thirty-seven 
Christian groups under the sponsorship 
of the Greater Philadelphia Council of 
Churches extended the hand of Chris- 
tian fellowship to 1,850 Protestant serv- 
ice personnel. . . . The churches select- 
ed by the Council represented all the 
branches of Protestantism and were 
selected so that all areas of the city 
would be part of the program.” 

The list of the thirty-seven groups 
that were “selected by the Council” in- 
cluded a lot of good ones. Do not mini- 
mize that fact. But the list included the 
following: “First Unitarian . . . Church 
of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints (Mor- 
mon) . . . First Christian Science . . . 
Messiah Universalist . . .” 

My closest helpers in this magazine 
tell me that at times I write with what 
looks like bitterness. They tell me that 
I speak so strongly that I hurt my own 
cause. But I wonder if I am not animat- 
ed by the same Holy Spirit who cried 
out against blind leaders of the blind. 
With all my heart I say that I love Uni- 
tarians, Universalists, Monnons and 
Christian Scientists. I love the people. I 
would love to see them abandon their 
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false doctrines and come to bow before 
Christ as God and Saviour. Their pres- 
ent doctrines can not, in any way, be 
construed as permitting them to be 
members of churches “which accept our 
Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.” 

How did this paradox arise? I have 
taken some trouble to go into the his- 
tory of the Council. It was formed in 
1945 by an amalgamation of three ex- 
isting organizations, the old Federation 
of Churches, the Sunday School Council 
and the Woman’s Interdenominational 
Union of Philadelphia and Vicinity. 
The woman’s organization had Unitar- 
ians and such like in its group. There 
were those who felt that the feelings of 
these people should not be hurt. In my 
language there was no courage to tell 
these people that they are not Chris- 
tians in the Bible sense of the Word. At 
all events the organization of the Coun- 
cil was drawn up in such a way that the 
Unitarians, etc., were retained in the as- 
sociation but without any vote on mat- 
ters of policy. To me an analogy to this 
situation would be an amalgamation of 
the Republican and Communist parties, 
with the Communists not allowed to 
vote in the policy meetings of the Re- 
publican party but patted on the back 
and included in the advertising of the 
G. O. P. 

A friend who sometimes attends the 
meetings of the Council of Churches 
tells me that the Board would like to 


see the Unitarians, etc., resign, but that 
they do not want to take the drastic 
step leading to amputation. 

Marked copies of this editorial will go 
to the leaders of the Unitarian groups. 
The century-old magazine of the Unitar- 
ians, The Christian Register, recently 
had the courage to drop the name 
Christian, and now publishes as The 
Register. The withdrawal from the Phil- 
adelphia Council of groups that do not 
believe that Jesus Christ is God and 
Saviour would be a gesture of common 
honesty. It is impossible for me to be- 
lieve in the integrity of men who will 
not take this step. And it would not 
only clear the muddied waters but 
would make it possible for the truly 
Christian forces of this city to go for- 
ward in a much more united fashion. 

And to the Greater Philadelphia 
Council of Churches: Thank you for 
your invitation. We will accept when 
these non-Christian groups are out. 


CHECK YOUR SOURCES 


A very close friend reported the fol- 
lowing to me on the phone the other 
day: “So-and-so told me that he had it 
straight from a young man who was 
sitting in the class taking notes, that 
Dr. XYZ [a noted conservative scholar] 
stated that he did not believe that the 
book of Esther should be in the canon 
of Scripture.” I did not believe it and 
replied that I would write directly to 
the man. This I did. 

At once the answer came thanking 
me for writing and saying, “I hold, along 
with the rest of the faculty, that the 
canon of the Old Testament was infall- 
ibly decided by Christ and the apostles. 
Hence, Esther is as certainly a unit in 
the canon as Isaiah. The rumor may 
have originated with irresponsible par- 
ties who confuse tentative opinions with 

( Continued on page 6) 
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DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


January 5-10 
First Presbyterian Church, Salisbury, 
N. C. 
January 12-17 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Atlan- 
ta, Ga. 
January 19 
A.M. First Presbyterian Church, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. 
January 19-24 
Chatt ga Bible Institute, Chattanooga, 





Tenn. 
January 26 

Shades Mountain Baptist Church, Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 
January 27-31 

Union Meetings, Ramsey High School 
Auditorium, Birmingham, Ala. 





RALPH L. KEIPER 
January 11 

Youthtime, Boston, Mass. 
January 16, 17, 18, 19 
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January 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 

First Baptist Church, Waterloo, N. Y. 
January 27 

New York Bible Class, Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York 
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January 5, 12, 19 

New Brunswick Bible Church, New 
Brunswick, N. J. 
January 5, 12, 19, 26 

Calvary Baptist Church, New York, N. Y. 
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January 7, 14, 21, 26-31 

The Baptist Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
January 6, 13, 20 

New York Bible Class, Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: From the Publisher 





of Our Hope 


ETERNITY 


For nearly sixty-four years Our Hope has stood for 
the truth as set forth in the inspired Word of God. 
Founded by Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein and edited by 
him for over fifty years, its central emphasis has been 
upon the Person and work of Christ. In keeping with 
Dr. Gaebelein’s long ministry, it has constantly stressed 
the exposition of the Scriptures, especially in relation 
to pre-millennial and prophetic truth. 


As the son of Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein, I know how 
close this magazine was to his heart. Its publication 
was for him a special commission from God. That 
God honored that commission and that He has con- 
tinued to honor it under the distinguished editorship 
of Dr. E. Schuyler English is undeniable. 


But the sovereign God sometimes leads through 
circumstances. And now that the work of Our Hope . 
as a separate publication is concluded, I am happy 
that both its-name and its Bible-teaching ministry 
will be continued in this new and wider context. As 
publisher of Our Hope, I therefore join with the 
publisher of Erernrry in asking of all our readers 


AND 


OUR HOPE 


MERGE 








With this issue Ererniry and Our Hope, one of 
the most respected Bible study magazines of U. S. 
evangelicalism, are merged. The press run of the 
combined magazine this month will reach 42,000. 


Our Hope has had a remarkable ministry through 
more than 63 years. Its influence under the editor- 
ship of its founder, Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, was world- 
wide, and. it has continued to be a force under the 
capable direction of Dr. E. Schuyler English, who 
has edited it since the death of Dr. Gaebelein in 
1945. 


Both Eternity and Our Hope have appealed to 
Christians who accept biblical authority and are in- 
terested in what God, rather than man, has to say 
about any subject. The editors of the combined 
magazine desire to stress more than ever Bible truth, 
Bible exposition, and the Bible’s light on current de- 
velopments. 


As Dr. Barnhouse indicates in the lead article, he 
sat under the ministry of Dr. A. C. Gaebelein. Indeed 
the main thrust of Dr. Barnhouse’s ministry, especially 
in the area of eschatalogy, has been similar to that 
of the late Dr. Gaebelein. 


While the combined magazine will follow the for- 
mat of ETERNITY, it is the desire of the editors to con- 
tinue the better features of both publications. With 
this policy in mind we hope to publish material con- 
tributed by many of the writers who have appeared 
in Our Hope and to reprint material from time to 
time from the pen of Dr. A. C. Gaebelein. In a forth- 
coming issue we will carry an article entitled, “How 


their prayerful and open-minded acceptance of the 
merged magazine. May it be for them a source of 
great blessing. 

FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 








to Read Your Bible,” by Dr. English, who formerly 
was closely associated with Dr. Barnhouse in the edit- 
ing of Revelation Magazine. Revelation, ETERNITY’s 
predecessor, was founded in 1931 by Dr. Barnhouse. 
Erernity supplanted Revelation in 1950. Later Erer- 
nity absorbed Christian Newsette and Christian Di- 
gest. 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, publisher of Our Hope, 
has been a consulting editor of Erernity for some 
time. He will continue to have a strong influence on 
the combined magazine and will contribute articles 
and book reviews from time to time. Dr. Barnhouse 
for many years has served on the board of trustees 
of the Stony Brook School of which Dr. Frank E. 
Gaebelein is headmaster. 


Thus there have been many close ties in both policy 
and personnel. We believe that the Lord has been in- 
volved in bringing the two publications together. We 
shall continue by God’s grace to edit the combined 
magazine conscious of our rich heritage and our 
present stewardship. 

THE EDITORS 
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Fuller 
Baiyst-)(-Y-],7- 16 
Seminary 





It is sometimes said that a theological seminary 
graduates students with full heads and empty 
hearts. The assumption is that a zeal for scholar- 
ship dispenses with the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Fuller Theological Seminary is, indeed, anxious 
about the affairs of scholarship. The whole man 
must be brought to Christ, and that includes the 
intellect. Moses and Paul served well because 
they were well trained. 

But Fuller Theological Seminary is equally anx- 
ious about the affairs of the heart. For example, 
the faculty gather each Monday morning for an 
hour of uninterrupted worship and prayer. Their 
prayer is that they may be warmhearted when 
they teach, and that the students may be com- 
passionate when they preach. Tears are not 
uncommon. 

A friendly visit to Fuller will show that these 
prayers have not gone unanswered. Not only 
are daily devotions practiced, but special seasons 
are set aside for self-examination, missions, and 
the general tone of the spiritual life. 

Fuller Theological Seminary is an academic com- 
munity where Christ is Lord and the Holy Spirit 
is comforter; and all to the greater glory of God 
the Father Almighty. 


We are now processing applications for the Fall 
Term, 1958. Write for catalog and booklet 
describing the Seminary, its strong academic 
program, its unusually qualified faculty and its 
positive stand for the fundamentals of the Faith. 

to: President Edward John Carnell 

Fuller Theological Seminary 

135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 

Please send me your current catalog and 

introductory booklet. 

Name Dept. E120 

Street. 


City State 
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EDITORIALS 
{Continued from page 4) 


settled convictions. It is natural that 
the faculty has discussed the reasons 
why Esther does not appear among the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. When a seminary dis- 
courages open discussion, it throttles 
scholarship. I am sure you agree.” 

I certainly do, and I wish there were 
fewer irresponsible parties, who usually 
do not know how to think straight and 
who are unaware of the nature of 
academic discussion, going about stir- 
ring up trouble among brethren. 

I did not think to tell my friend that 
he should not have listened to the ac- 
cusation in any circumstances other than 
those set forth in the Bible: “Against an 
elder receive not an accusation, but be- 
fore two or three witnesses” (I Tim. 
5:19). When the informant had made 
his charge my friend should have insist- 
ed, in the name of the Lord, that the 
matter be written down and signed, 
with two witnesses. This is a divine com- 
mand, none the less binding because it 
is almost entirely neglected. Even to 
confront an irresponsible party with 
such a possibility will go a long way 
toward shutting him up, for such people 
do not want to be shown for what they 
are. 

And let us remember that God has 
said, “Above all hold unfailing your 
love for one another, since love covers 
a multitude of sins” (I Pet. 4:8; R.S.V.). 


FOREIGN STUDENTS 


It is impossible to over-emphasize the 
importance of getting the gospel to the 
many thousands of foreign students who 
are now the guests of this country, 
studying in our institutions of higher 
learning. 

Recently we had about 100 interna- 
tional students at a dinner in Philadel- 
phia. The program was well organized 
and the students enjoyed the group 
presentations—a Chinese singing a por- 
tion of a Chinese opera, Indian groups 
singing in Hindi, Urdu and Tamil, 
Haitians singing in Creole patois, a 
West African from Sierra Leone, and 
others. These people are going to be 
among the leaders of their countries in 
the coming years. We must give them 
the Gospel. 

We are grateful to God that He has 
given us fruit among these young intel- 
lectuals. A man who came to the United 
States as a hydro-electric engineer from 
India, moved all the way from Hindu- 
ism to a deacon in the church of which 
the Editor is pastor. Now back in India 
he is the center of a Christian witness. 
A physician, saved while in Philadel- 
phia, now ministers in Formosa. A grad- 
uate student in science from Japan 
came as a Shintoist and returned as a 
Christian, now occupying a place of 


leadership in Japanese university life. 

One Sunday evening recently a young 
Korean doctor stood in Tenth Presby- 
terian Church and gave a testimony. 

“During my stay in the United 
States,” he said, “I have received good 
training in my professional field and 
have had many opportunities to see in- 
teresting things and to meet many fine 
people. But the most important thing 
that happened to me is the fact that I 
accepted Jesus as my Savior. 

“Through the restless unsaved days of 
my (Buddhist) life I always tried to rea- 
son Christianity instead of accepting it 
by faith. I found out that intellectual 
abundance as well as material wealth 
can be harmful if they are not support- 
ed by belief in God and used by Him 
as a means of growth in grace and the 
knowledge of Christ. 


“There are several factors which the 
Lord used in bringing me to Himself. 
(1) God. gave me the privilege of meet- 
ing one of the best Christians I have 
ever known, a surgeon who is an elder 
of this church. Through him the Lord 
showed me the real meaning of the 
Christian life. (2) When I was treating 
patients I frequently observed that they 
were in need of encouragement in spirit- 
ual things as well as treatment for their 
physical sufferings. Without my own be- 
lief I was helpless and useless to them. 
(3) I also noted the difference of atti- 
tude in non-Christians and Christians 
when they were faced with the knowl- 
edge that they had an incurable dis- 
ease. The one group were gripped by 
stormy emotional reactions, without any 
peace of mind, the other group were in 
confidence and joy, praying and de- 
pending entirely upon the Lord. 

“After agonizing moments of restless- 
ness and emptiness in my heart I prayed 
and prayed and finally I found Christ 
as my Savior. Immediately everything 
took on a new look and a different 
meaning and I experienced the kind of 
peace and joy of mind and strength of 
heart which I had never known before. 
I do realize that I am only a young 
Christian and there is a long road 
ahead for growing in grace, but I am a 
different. man than when I left Seoul, 
Korea, for the United States three years 
ago. I sincerely hope and pray that 
Christ will use me as a means to help 
and guide my own people towards Him 
upon my return home to my country. 
Pray for me.” 

We will pray for Dr. Moon as he goes 
back to Seoul. He is one more of the 
true missionaries that go out to the ut- 
termost parts of the earth without the 
chains of any missionary society but 
with the free guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. And look closely at any foreign 
student whom you may see. He may be 
your foreign mission field. 
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Giant among Bible Teachers 


Woauen I WAS in my late teens, I 
had the privilege of sitting under the ministry of the 
greatest Bible teachers of the generation. Among these 
giants, one of the greatest was Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein. 

The pertinence of this present article arises from 
the fact that with this issue the magazine, Our Hope, 
which he founded and which has had an effective min- 
istry for more than sixty years, is combined with 
ETERNITY. It is the deepest wish of the Editors of ETEr- 
NiTy that the personality of the magazine and its fam- 
ous founder shall not be absorbed, but shall rather 
find a new scope and sphere and that the ministry of 
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein shall be extended. 

Arno Clemens Gaebelein was born in Thuringia, 
Germany, in 1861. He had the secondary education of 
the “Gymnasium,” equivalent to our junior college. 
At the age of twelve, he accepted the Lord Jesus as his 
personal Savior. 

When he arrived in America in his late teens, he 
went to work in a mill in Lawrence, Mass., while he 
learned English. In Massachusetts he fell into the 
hands of some godly German Methodists, whose earn- 
est Christianity moved him deeply. After receiving a 
local preacher’s license, he was invited to become the 
assistant pastor of a flourishing German congregation 
on Second Street in New York City. 

His first full charge was in a German Methodist 
Church in Baltimore and immediately he attended 
classes at Johns Hopkins University. He soon became 
well known for two things—his preaching and his great 
linguistic ability. He was known as the “boy-preach- 
er,” and mastered English as well as Hebrew and 
Greek. One of his professors wrote some Arabic words 
yn the black board one day and was astounded when 
his student read them off readily. When the professor 
asked where he had been taught Arabic, young Gaebe- 
lein replied that he had taught himself. 

After two years in Baltimore, the young German 
preacher became pastor of a German Methodist Church 
in Harlem. While there, he stayed at the home of the 
presiding elder, the Rev. Christian Grimm, and fell in 
love at first sight with Emma Grimm, the elder’s daugh- 
ter. A year later he married her. 

A turning point in his life came when he began 
preaching at a Hebrew Christian Mission in New York. 
He had wanted to go as a missionary to India, but the 
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By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


The editor-in-chief traces the 
life of A. C. Gaebelein, outstanding Bible 


teacher and founder of Our Hope. 


Lord prevented him. Then one of the members of his 
congregation told him, “There is an Orient and there 
are thousands of foreigners right over here in New 
York; Jews are coming in by the thousands.” 

His preaching to the Jews led him deeper into Old 
Testament prophecy. In 1893 he began publication of 
the Hope. of Israel Monthly, at first eight pages, then 
sixteen and then twenty-four pages. He rejected an- 
other pastorate and asked to be assigned to work 
among the Jews. Eventually the work enlarged so 
much that it could not be confined to his denomina- 
tion. 

One summer Professor Ernst F. Stroeter of Denver 
University visited one of his Saturday services. When 
Gaebelein finished preaching, he noticed the tears on 
Stroeter’s face. Stroeter immediately asked, “Do you 
think there would be a place for me in this work? I 
will gladly resign my professorship in Denver and 
join you.” 

The following year Stroeter became secretary of the 
Hope of Israel Movement. The rapid success of the 
work brought it to the attention of several outstanding 
New York businessmen and these lent their financial 
support to the work. Two of these men became well 
known in American commercial life: Huyler of choco- 
late fame and Colgate of the soap business. 

Gaebelein’s success among the Jews and his know- 
ledge of their language and literature led some people 
to think that he himself was a Jew. Hundreds of Jews 
were attending his mission each Saturday night. 

Like many men of active body and mind young 
Gaebelein could not be satisfied with merely one work. 
First, he and Stroeter decided to start a monthly maga- 
zine in English to acquaint God’s people with the 
work among the Jews and also present teachings in the 





A. C. GAEBELEIN 
Steeped in the Word. 





“The voice of my beloved.” Thus exclaimed the lov- 
ing bride in that beautiful little book which the He- 
brews well named “The Song of Songs.” And she 
added with even greater joy: “Behold he cometh” 
(2:8). When we read the Gospel records and follow 
the blessed footsteps of our Lord as He walked among 
men, when we read the precious words of the Father's 
Beloved and ours, words concerning which the Psalm- 
ist speaks as “grace . . . poured into Thy lips” (45:2), 
we wish we could have heard His voice. 

What charm and tenderness His voice must have 
had as our Lord spoke in comfort to those who came to 
Him! Who can imagine its tone when He said: “Son, 
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee” (Matt. 
9:2)! Oh, lovely words beyond comparison—as when 


Imagine 
His Voice! 


By A. C. GAEBELEIN 
You can almost hear the tones of the 
Savior Himself in this deeply devotional 


article by the founder of Our Hope. 


prophetic Word. Called Our Hope, it began publica- 
tion in July, 1894. 

For more than 40 years Dr. Gaebelein preached 
throughout the United States and Canada to large 
audiences of earnest Bible students. His special empha- 
sis was upon the prophetic Scriptures and he had few 
equals in this field. He founded a publishing house 
and wrote about sixty different volumes covering the 
entire Bible and the whole gamut of Christian doc- 
trine. Among them were the Annotated Bible, and 
commentaries on Matthew, Acts, John, Psalms, Daniel 
and the Revelation. 

My own impressions of Dr. Gaebelein are very sharp. 
He was a very dignified man, with something of the 


He spoke to the woman who stood alone in His holy 
presence: “Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no 
more’ (John 8:11). 

What must that voice have been when the Lord 
Jesus said to the widow: “Weep not” (Luke 7:13) ; 
and to the woman who had timidly touched the hem 
of His garment: “Daughter, be of good comfort: thy 
faith hath made thee whole” (Luke 8:48) ! 

That same voice that hushed the penitent sinner’s 
fear, that spoke comfort to the troubled heart, also 
hushed the roaring waves of the sea, with the majestic 
words: “Peace, be still!” (Mark 4:39) . The same voice 
that healed the broken-hearted and preached good tid- 
ings to the meek also commanded the demons to leave 
their prey and ordered the dead to rise. The same 
voice that proclaimed such wonderful words of life 
and hope, that, in sweetest tones, said: “Suffer the 
little children to come unto Me” (Mark 10:14), also 
uttered a righteous condemnation of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees, uncovering their hypocrisies (Matt. 23:1- 
36). What tenderness, what earnestness, and what 
majesty that voice must have revealed! 

Let us remember His voice, too, in His suffering, in 
the death of the cross. In the garden, when He fell 
upon the ground, the ground cursed by man’s sin, we 
hear His pleading voice in prayer, saying: “Father, if 
Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: neverthe- 
less not My will, but Thine, be done” (Luke 22:42) . 
Yet a little while later we hear the same voice speak- 
ing again, this time addressed to the multitude. Its 
solemn: “I am He” was sufficient to prostrate the 
whole company that sought Him (John 18:6). And 
when He was reviled, He reviled not. As the meek and 
lowly One, He stood in the presence of His enemies 
and, after His great witness concerning Himself, His 
voice was silent. “He was oppressed, and He was afflict- 
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solemnity of a Messianic prophet of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

In each issue of his magazine Dr. Gaebelein always 
devoted the place of the leading editorial to the ex- 
altation of the person of Christ. In his teaching, even 
though his subject was concerned with some minute 
problem of prophetic interpretation, there was the in- 
ward glowing of the reality of the presence of Christ. 
It was this ability to communicate the greatness of 
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit that was the 
greatest characteristic of this noted teacher. 

Dr. A. C, Gaebelein was active in the work of the 
Stony Brook Assembly, a summer conference on Long 
Island, where in 1922 his son, Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, 


ed, yet He opened not His mouth: He is brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shear- 
ers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth” (Isa. 
53:7) . But His voice of love was heard from the cross, 
asking forgiveness for His enemies and assuring the 
dying, repentant thief of his salvation and presence 
with Him in paradise, on that very day. 

Then, out of the darkness, His voice! What an 
awful sound it must have been to hear such a One ut- 
tering the cry, unknowable in its agony and deepest 
meaning: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” (Matt. 27:46)! But the same voice which thus 
declared the cost-price of our redemption, also an- 
nounced the finished work; then, with a loud voice, 
He dismissed His spirit (John 19:30; Matt. 27:50) . 

The voice which was hushed in death has spoken 
again in resurrection. Yea, His voice has spoken from 
the throne, as we know from the last book of the 
Bible. And His voice still speaks—before the throne, 
as He acts as the Priest and Advocate of His people. 

“The voice of my Beloved!” Ah, yes, God’s people 
know what it is. We know that voice, and we love it. 
It is the voice that we heard when we were spiritually 
dead. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is com- 
ing, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God: and they that hear shall live” (John 
5:25) . He has spoken to our hearts through the Gospel 
and by His Spirit. We heard His blessed “Come,” and 
came to Him and became His. 


So, too, the Lord Jesus calls His own sheep by name, 
and they know His voice. “My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give un- 
to them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neith- 
er shall any man pluck them out of My hand” (John 
10:27, 28). We know His voice of comfort and peace, 
calling us to follow Him in obedience and to serve— 
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became the first headmaster of The Stony Brook School 
for boys, one of the finest college preparatory schools ' 
for boys in our country, widely known for its Christian 
education. 

After the death of Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein in 1945, 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein succeeded his father as pub- 
lisher of Our Hope and the magazine continued un- 
der the editorship of Dr. E. Schuyler English, nation- 
ally known Bible teacher, who is much in the succes- 
sion of his eminent predecessor. 

In the mid-twentieth century a magazine like Our 
Hope that takes no paid advertising is in a difficult 
position. Furthermore both the editor and the pub- 

(Continued on page 48) 


that voice which cheers and assures. We hear His voice 
as He intercedes for us in His great high-priestly pray- 
er (John 17); and we turn to Him in worship and 
prayer, and His Spirit brings back to our hearts His 
gracious and blessed words of comfort. 

Let us be closer to Him, so close that we always hear 
and are always attentive and obedient to His voice. 
“Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it” (John 2:5). 
And should you be among those who are in what we 
may term “the Laodicean state,” give heed to Him: 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 
3:20) . You may hear that blessed voice even now and, 
responding to it, find yourself restored to gracious 
communion with Him. 




















“Let down the curtain: the farce is done. | am going to seek a great 
perhaps.” Rabelais, on his deathbed, summed up his life and his 
hope in these two sentences. How different is the end of the believer! 
“1 have fought a good fight, | have finished my course” (II Tim. 4:7), 
while “To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord” 
(tl Cor. 5:8). 
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What can Christians do NOW to forestall 


The coming CRISIS 
in our Christian Colleges 


By BERNARD RAMM 


Tam NOT an alarmist by nature, but 
what I see in the future for our Christian colleges 
greatly disturbs me. Before World War II the number 
of college students was 1.5 million. Today students 
number 2.5 million. By 1968 it could reach eight mil- 
lion. 

Educators are sure college students will double in 
number within the next ten years; the possibility of 
tripling in number is good; the possibility of quad- 
rupling in number is not remote. This increase in en- 
rollment disturbs our administrators of our Christian 
colleges, and it should disturb anybody who has a 
greater perspective for the work of Christ than the 
confines of his local church. 

This great anticipated increase in college popula- 
tion is caused by several things. First, there is the great 
number of “war babies” from World War II. Good 
financial times means a high birth rate, and it also 
means that tens of thousands of our young people can 
afford college. Added to these factors is the enormous 
demand of industry for college trained chemists and 
engineers and physicists. Our modern technological 
society and modern technological warfare calls for 
thousands upon thousands of college trained men. 

All of these factors working together could easily 
push the student population in our colleges to six or 
eight million by 1968. 

This increase of enrollment creates very serious 
problems for our Christian colleges, and it is these 
problems which greatly disturb me. And they should 
disturb you, too. 

A curtailed enrollment in our Christian colleges 
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could eliminate thousands of able, Christian young 
men from entering Christian service. 

No school is prepared right now to quadruple its 
enrollment in ten years. Few Christian schools are in 
a position to double their enrollment in twenty years. 
This means that Christian colleges must curtail their 
enrollment. How is this to be done? 

A college could raise its tuition and eliminate the 
poor and the middle class student. This is a neat and 
effective pruning hook, no doubt. But can a board of 
trustees of a Christian college make the dollar the 
winnowing fan? Shall only wealthy Christians have the 
advantage of a Christian education? 

A college could admit only those students with su- 
perior grades or with superior intelligence scores. But 
success in life is more than sheer power of thinking, 
and certainly there is no Christian virtue which rests 
solely on one’s mental superiority over others. If our 
administrators of Christian colleges only admitted peo- 
ple with superior intelligences, again there would be 
unhealthy elimination of a good number of Christian 
young people who could very acceptably serve their 
Lord. 

The administrators of a Christian college could 
limit its enrollment to “serious minded Christians.” If 
college entrance is difficult, and if this is the criterion 
for entrance, we will discover the world is filled with 
“serious minded Christians.” A premium would be 
placed upon religious cant and hypocrisy. 

Evidently some sort of scoring system must be de- 
veloped so that there will be both wisdom and justice 
in the principles of student body selection. Tuition 
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will go up as education is becoming more expensive. 
No premium should be placed upon intellectual medi- 
ocrity so college entrance principles must take into 
account intellectual ability. And certainly proper re- 
gard must be given to Christian ethics, Christian val- 
ues, and Christian concerns. How all of these factors 
will be coordinated into a just and workable method 
for student selection is one of the immediate and diffi- 
cult problems of all Christian colleges. 


OVERWORKED AND UNDERPAID 


The increased enrollment will create a serious crisis 
in the physical equipment of our Christian colleges 
and force them into mediocrity. 

So many students require so much floor space. It is 
as simple as that. Any college accrediting agency can 
tell you exactly how many square feet of buildings 
there should be per student. If enrollment is increased, 
building space must be increased. Many gyms, libraries, 
and classroom buildings are now inadequate. Many 
Christian colleges limp along with pitifully inadequate 
equipment for science laboratories, and in view of the 
intense turn of our culture to technology this is very 
depressing. 

Building space can be stretched by teaching from 7 
a.m. to 10 p.m. But this would call for drastic recon- 
struction of the habits of students and professors. But 
even this stretching is not enough. Our Christian col- 
leges need new dormitories, new gyms, new libraries, 
new laboratories, and new general class room build- 
ings. Unless such is supplied the educational program 
of the school will be greatly limited and mediocrity of 
education will inevitably come. 

The increased enrollment will have a deleterious 
effect on the calling to Christian teaching. 
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College teaching in general has become less and less — 
attractive. This tells even harder on Christian colleges 
which seldom can offer the attractive set of terms to 
a professor that other universities can. 

To begin with, the university professor has lost so- 
cial status in our American society. A professor is a 
professional man along with doctors, lawyers, dentists, 
clergymen, and architects. In Europe the professor has 
a respect and status in keeping with his profession. But 
the professor in American society has lost the social 
status which goes with a profession. Of course the ex- 
ception is the brilliant scientist or clever lecturer or 
leading authority. 

As Gilbert Hyatt has said in his masterpiece, The 
Art of Teaching, the professor must resign himself to 
a life of genteel poverty. Industrial workers are now 
receiving 50 per cent more salary in terms of purchas- 
ing power than they did in 1941. Physicians have in- 
creased their purchasing power income by 80 per cent 
for the same period of time. College teachers now re- 
ceive 11 per cent less now than they did in 1941 with 
respect to purchasing power. 

The industrial world, the business world, and the 
world of the professions offer such a financial superior- 
ity over university teaching that unless something is 
done to arrest the present trend our universities are 
going to be filled with thousands of mediocre profes- 
sors. It is not at all unusual for the student to step in- 
to a job in industry which pays more than his learned 
professors! 

Nor does it take a wide-awake young person very 
long to discover that success in the pastorate has a 
much higher reward than success in college teaching. 
Many fine young potential Christian scholars have 
chosen the pastorate because they could not afford the 
luxury of college teaching. 

The most depressing feature of the low pay of the 
professor is least understood by the Christian public. 
There is a direct correlation between salary and aca- 
demic competence. A poorly paid technician may still 
do first class work, but a good salary is necessary for 
good scholarship. True, there are very courageous and 
inventive men who have become real scholars in spite 
of financial handicaps, but as a rule a good salary is 
the foundation of good scholarship. 

Scholarship demands endless free time, and only 
when a school is properly administered and professors 
are properly paid can scholarship flourish. A professor 
who must earn extra money at another job must sin 
away the free time necessary for reading and research. 
Scholarship demands a freedom from care, and only a 
properly paid man can devote himself to scholarship 
and be free from all sorts of financial cares. Scholar- 
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ship requires that scholars buy endless books and 
journals, and that scholars travel to their professional 
meetings. Without this stimulation of journals, books, 
and meetings intellectual stagnation and academic 
mediocrity will result. 

Another factor discouraging college teaching is the 
difficulty of attaining a Ph.D. degree, the unofficial 
credential for college teaching. The degree should not 
be easy by any means! Most of us are flesh and blood, 
and years of hard work with possible failure at exami- 
nation time and little hope of any great financial bene- 
fit do not inspire us to attempt a Ph.D. degree. The 
number of Ph.D.’s granted each year have scarcely in- 
creased since prior to World War II. 

With the decline of interest in college teaching, and 
with the great increase in enrollment, a very peculiar 
situation is created. In the near future colleges and uni- 
versities will doggedly compete for what able college 
professors there will be (Christian schools included) , 
and a host of mediocre people will be drawn into col- 
lege teaching (Christian colleges included) . 

The dilemma created for colleges and universities in 
general will be twice as difficult in Christian colleges, 
since they do not have the financial resources of state 
schools and heavily endowed private schools. 


WHAT CAN BE DONE? 


Some things can be done in preparation for this 
crisis. 

Christian high school students must keep their 
grades up. As it becomes more difficult to get into col- 
lege, a higher grade average in high school will be re- 
quired. 

Loafing through high school might cost a teen-ager 
a college education and the seminary training beyond 
college. 

Pastors must counsel young people wisely and in- 
form them that entrance into college is going to be- 
come more and more difficult. Pastors must increase 
their giving to Christian colleges in their church bud- 
gets. Good education is expensive! Even Harvard with 
its more than 400 million dollar endowment is com- 
plaining! Educators know that unless so much is spent 
per student per year the education given will be sub- 
standard. Lack of vision by our pastors might be the 
factor which will plunge our Christian colleges into a 
dreary period of mediocrity. 

Board members must become alert to education. 
The heart of a university is its library and faculty. 
Board members are frequently business men who have 
a good eye to buildings and bonds but very naive 
about scholarship and libraries. A highly paid faculty 
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in outmoded buildings is far preferable to a mediocre 
faculty in the latest of buildings. The unsung heroes 
of Christian education are the faculty members whose 
poor salaries have been the economical measure where- 
by new buildings are erected. A dozen first class Chris- 
tian scholars are to be prized over the latest gym and 
the best football stadium. So, the money of Christian 
schools must be spent in such a way as to create and 
preserve a high order of Christian scholarship. 

To wealthy Christians! This is your opportunity to 
use wealth at a most critical hour of church history. 
Christian schools have no access to tax money. Most of 
them are very poorly endowed. New buildings demand 
grants of unusual generosity. Remember, too, the gen- 
eral fund. Frequently it is lack of funds in the general 
fund which cripples a Christian school. But wealthy 
people have a way of avoiding the nameless giving to 
such a general fund. 

I reserve to the last the most frightening prospect of 
all: the dilution of the Christian witness of our Chris- 
tian colleges. 

If a Christian college doubles its enrollment, it must 
almost double its faculty. But where will it get the fac- 
ulty? Right now there is a distressing shortage of 
Christian scholars in the entire liberal arts and science 
curriculum. What will it be like in ten years? In many 
instances Christian colleges will be forced to lower the 
spiritual and doctrinal standards for professors. When 
that happens the dilution of the Christian witness of 
a college has begun and it seldom stops short of the 
complete secularization of the school. 

Therefore, we need a great number of our able 
young Christian young men and women to dedicate 
themselves to the career of teaching in our Christian 
colleges. If we fail here we may well be seeing now the 
last decade of a strong evangelical Christian college 
movément in America. 








Word from the Belgian Congo brings the following story. The weather 
was hot and dank. There was no breath of air; leaves hung from the 
trees as though they were weighted. In the garden not far from the 
missionary home a small boy was playing under a tree. Suddenly his 
father called sharply: “Philip! Obey me instantly and get down on 
your stomach.” The boy reacted at once and his father continued, 
“Now crawl fast toward me.” The boy again obeyed. After he had 
come about half-way, the father said, “Now stand up and run to 
me.” Then the father had the boy turn and look. Hanging down from 
the branch under which he had been playing was a fifteen-foot 
serpent. : 

Are we always as ready to obey? Or do we say, “Tell me why?” 
“Explain to me?” Or “I will after a while.” Let it be, “Speak, Lord, 
Thy servant hears.” 
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White streak seen above is Sputnik whizzing across Alaskan skies. 


Tue SECOND most important year 
of the twentieth century is drawing to a close. 1945 was 
the year of the first atomic bomb. 1957 is the year of 
new companions in the sky. The word companion in 
Russian is Sputnik. 

A year ago, as we went to press, Nasser had made 
his bid, Britain, France and Israel had invaded Egypt, 
and Hungary’s effort towards freedom was being ruth- 
lessly destroyed by Russia. 

This year has been a crucial year in the Mid-East. 

In Israel the year has been one of settling down after 
the victories over Egypt followed by the forced with- 
drawal. The crisis has existed, the situation remains 
unchanged. The Arabs hate their Jewish cousins and 
vow there will be no abatement of their struggle 
against the nation of Israel. Israel continues to con- 
tinue and that is a never-failing miracle. Without the 
large financial help of Israelites abroad she would not 
be able to maintain her economy. But there she stands 
and her continued existence against such hatreds and 
in spite of such needs is a great achievement. 

The Arab world has continued to be stirred by the 
rivalries of various leaders. Nasser was the man of 
chief importance of the year 1956. Last year we stated 
that before a year had passed he might well be the 
pricked balloon of the year. All the gas has not gone 
out of his bag but he has been considerably deflated 
and must yield to Ibn Saud the place of what supreme 
leadership there can be among the Arab nations. 

To the north of Israel lies Syria. Here there have 
been serious events and significant ones for those who 
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By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


This is the world-wide survey of the 
events that made 1957 “the second most 


important year of the twentieth century.” 


are interested in the prophecies of the Word of God. 

It is always too difficult to understand the events in 
a shifting, weaving, changing series of events in a 
country that is practically in revolution. The motives 
that guide men who are not believers in Christ can 
never be accepted as disinterested. 

The leaders who took control of Syria wanted power 
and, of course, they needed help from the outside 
world. They had many reasons to hate the West and 
they turned therefore to Russia. Help was offered and 
accepted and soon Russian planes and tanks and 
trucks were in the skies and on the roads of the an- 
cient country. The great pipe-lines from the Iranian 
oilfields were nationalized. Evidently the Syrians 
thought that Russia would come fully to their aid 
and that they could therefore make warlike noises not 
only against Israel but against their northern neighbor 
Turkey. They got a double shock. 

Turkey acted with such fierce determination and the 
United States gave such firm guarantees of backing 
up Turkey that Russia backed down in the greatest 
diplomatic defeat of the year—a defeat that was not 
noticed too much in the rest of the beeps and the barks 
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of the two Sputniks which were weaving their orbits 
around the earth. 

Syria was in the midst of a fantastic gesture of defi- 
ance against Turkey when suddenly Krushchev pulled 
the rug from under her. Suddenly the Russian boss 
visited the Turkish embassy for tea and said smilingly, 
“When Turkey is warm, a cool wind can go from 
the Soviet Union to Turkey and cool it off. And a 
warm breeze can come from Turkey, and so there will 
always be a moderate climate.” 

Results: strength at year’s end for Turkey, Israel 
and the United States; weakness among the Arabs; 
loss of face for Syria; much greater control of Syria by 
Russia through commercial ties and increasing de- 
pendence of the little nation on the big one. 


AFRICA—EMERGING THROUGH STRUGGLE 


Egypt was in a precarious financial condition. She 
had mortgaged her cotton to Russia and could not 
live on the armaments she had received in return. 
There were many indications that Nasser was looking 
wistfully towards the West again (but not to Britain 
or France), and that his position was increasingly 
weak. 

In black Africa, south of the Sahara there were in- 


14 RY, There is no distance in prayer. 





creasing marks of the vitality of the emerging peoples. 
Ghana had become independent within the common- 
wealth, but as the year wore on signs of oppression in- 
dicated that there might be an attempt at rule by 
power instead of by law. This was a most important 
development, for as goes Ghana so may go Africa. A 
failure in what was formerly the Gold Coast might 
set the black men back by many years in their struggle 
for the decencies of liberty. In South Africa a bitterly 
narrow government had finally succeeded in arousing 
the churches—Roman Catholic and Protestant—against 
its vicious racial decrees which even dared to state that 
the churches could not have open communion, but 
must limit themselves by race. The leaders of all 
shades of Christian thought protested vigorously. 

On the Mediterranean coast of Africa there was still 
great conflict. Morocco had become free and was ad- 
vancing rapidly. The number of children in schools 
had increased by almost thirty per cent. The advancing 
freedom of women had taken such a pace that one 
great news-gathering group stated that there had been 
more progress in the past ten years than in the previous 
thousand. Moslem Pakistan appointed two women 
ambassadors to South American countries. It was be- 
coming rare to see any but older women still wearing 


the veil. 
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One of the great industrial discoveries of the year 
was oil in the Sahara. It is believed that there are re- 
serves of petroleum there perhaps as great as those 
that underlie Texas. But as the French attempted to 
exploit these riches the Arabs fell on one convoy and 
murdered fifty oil drillers. The die-hard party of 
Algerian zealots were asking for independence without 
compromise. 

Americans who glibly compared this struggle against 
the French to our own struggle against the English 
failed to realize that the French had gone into North 
Africa 130 years ago amidst a dreary people number- 
ing about two million souls with a standard of living 
that was desperately low. Today there are 12,900,000 
Arabs with a much higher standard of living. There is 
a large population of French who have been born 
and bred in Africa and know no other country. We 
must not forget that our colonial fathers arrived in 
America and found an Indian population. We did not 
treat them with the kindness that the French showed 
toward the Berbers. 

It is estimated that our pious forefathers murdered 
approximately six te eight million redskins in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Bounties were 
offered by the government for scalps and the bonuses 
were frequently paid on Sunday at church! We had 
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better keep still about the Arabs and the French. 

Next to Algiers, Tunis became a republic. The old 
Bey, descendant of a family that had ruled Tunis for 
250 years was ousted and a president was elected. 

Much of the rest of the Moslem world was flush 
with oil and beginning to move religiously as well as 
politically. A Koran Society and a Moslem Foreign 
Missionary Society were organized in Egypt and Islam 
prepared to send missionaries to many lands, above 
all south of the Sahara to Africa. A mosque was dedi- 
cated in Washington, D. C. 

American politicos spoke very highly of Islam and 
of Mohammed as a great prophet, much to the distress 
of American missionaries in Persia. In Karachi the 
members of the Baghdad pact met (Britain, Iraq, 
Turkey, Pakistan and Iran) and the United States 
sent top-flight diplomats and military leaders to ob- 
serve and to commit our country to the support of the 
pact even though we did not become outright signa- 
tories. 


IN ASIA—UNCERTAINTY 


India celebrated the tenth anniversary of her inde- 
pendence. But there were many sorry features to be 
considered. The roads and bridges of the country 
were deteriorating, and so were many of the public 
buildings. Much of Nehru’s influence had been dis- 
sipated. There were strikes. There were large famine 
areas. The state of Kerala, perhaps the most beautiful 
part of India, at the south-west corner of the triangle 
had voted communist. A communist-socialist coalition 
ruled Bombay. Peasants bought gold with every rupee 
available. Confidence in the nation’s money was gone. 

The smaller nations of southeast Asia, after the fall 
of French influence, were being maintained by Amer- 
ican subsidy. If this does not continue, these nations 
will fall to Russia like over-ripe fruit and the road will 
be opened for Russia to possess the vast riches of the 
Indies. 

In Indonesia there was a situation that was little 
short of civil war. Sukarno, realizing that he could not 
hold power by himself in the face of the scores of 
splinter parties, had opened the door to joint rule 
with the communists and they were on the point of 
taking over. The situation was one of extreme cloudi- 
ness. 

In China the situation became clearer. Unbiased 
journalists from France, Germany and Britain had 
roamed the country. The communists were making a 
gigantic effort but they had to face forces beyond their 
power. While there was undoubted progress along 
many mechanical lines the two ancient enemies of the 
country were at their strongest. Famine and flood were 
everywhere. While the Peking radio confessed to 
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thousands of dead, there must have been many times 
the number reported. The floods raged throughout the 


flood-control work. In South China it rained for 22 
days without stopping. Shanghai reported the worst 
rains in 80 years. There seemed to be well-documented 
evidence that the Christian church was enjoying more 
liberty than anyone had imagined could exist under 
Red rule. 

Japan, too, had its troubles with nature and famine 
taking many lives especially in the northern island of 
Hokkaido. One of the greatest problems in the coun- 
try is the school system. Of all the legacies of U. S. 
occupation none has had a more ironic effect than the 
effort to democratize the schools. Nationalist text books 
were discarded, moral training was abolished. Japanese 
history was practically eliminated from the curriculum. 
The little history that is taught largely follows the 
communist line. The 500,000 members of the Japanese 
teachers’ union is dominated by Marxists. There has 
been a 350 per cent rise in juvenile delinquency. The 
Japanese Minister of Education says, “MacArthur was 
so worried about militarism that he forgot about com- 
munism.” 

In Latin America there was great prosperity, great 
poverty and great change. Oil-rich Venezuela was 
growing fantastically. Colombia, which has been 
marked by strong dictatorship with hatred and per- 
secution of Protestants, this year saw the overthrow 
and exile of dictator Rojas. The leaders of the Conser- 
vative Party which took control announced an armis- 





As the year began, it was Bulganin and Khrushchev to- 
gether. Soon Bulganin was grovelling before his partner. 


vast lands. Two million workers were pressed into ° 


True wisdom comes from fellowship with Christ. 


tice in the struggle against Protestantism. The Pente- 
costal church in Barranca, with 1500 members, was 
allowed to reopen, and it was announced that visas 
would be granted to “selected” missionaries. Inside 
observers say that they are not yet sure if these acts 
are gestures or real steps toward freedom. A very large 
advance in Protestant church membership has taken 
place in Chile and Brazil. Since the departure of Peron 
the Argentine has seen a small revival with many 
Protestant meetings attended by a thousand or more. 

Canada saw a change of political regime which 
brought a lay-preacher to the prime minister’s seat. 
The economy of Canada was vigorous, and it was good 
for the pride of citizens of the United States to have to 
pay a dollar and five cents for a Canadian dollar. 

In Britain the Labor party seemed to show signs 
of strength in the by-elections and the nation’s econ- 
omy seemed to be creaking. France had disintegrated 
further to the status of a fourth rate nation, though 
still holding on to its pride, which it could ill afford. 
Governments rose and fell. The Algerian war drained 
the life-blood of the country and no man with vision 
seemed to be of sufficient stature to cope with the 
problem. West Germany, in the meantime, became 
the most prosperous nation in western Europe. Old 
Adenauer was reelected with the strong help of the 
Roman Church but he chose a Protestant as Vice- 
Chancelor, Eberhard, the economist, who has been 
largely responsible for the rapid recovery of West 
Germany. Krupp died. 

The most significant movement in western Europe 
was the increasing trend towards a customs union. In 
addition to the three little countries known as Benelux 
—Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg, customs 
treaties had been signed with Italy, France and Bri- 
tain for many categories of trade without restriction. 
In the light of the Bible’s prophecy that the nations 
that once comprised the Roman Empire will one day 
be together again, this must be seen as a trend that may 
have greater consequences. 


WHAT ABOUT COMMUNIST RUSSIA 


Having covered practically the whole of the rest of 
the world, there remain Russia and the United States. 

In spite of the viciousness of the destruction of lib- 
erty in Hungary Russia came back with such force that 
her news dominated the world in almost every sphere. 
She was in almost all the international political news of 
the year. The words of her leaders made the most im- 
portant headlines in the political world. Hungary was 
quiet under the butt of the Russian rifle. Poland 
talked about freedom in the towns but there were 
very large contingents of Russian troops stationed at 
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all strategic points, though the soldiers were largely 
kept from the streets of the cities. 

In Russia itself the political news exploded in bomb- 
shell after bombshell. It was Khrushchev who had torn 
the memory of Stalin down and accused him of the 
greatest crimes in history. Who was to emerge as the 
dominating power of the Soviet? As the year began it 
was Bulganin and Khruschev. Within a few months 
Bulganin was grovelling before his partner and seemed 
slated for much lesser things. By the beginning of sum- 
mer the stage was set for the demoting of three of the 
most important figures in Soviet history. It seemed al- 
most incredible that Molotov, Malenkov and Kagano- 
vich could all go at once, but go they did. Off to minor 
posts a thousand miles and more from Moscow went 
these three worthies. Khruschev was abetted in this by 
the aid of one of the greatest heroes of Russia, Zhukov. 

When Khrushchev was in the midst of his greatest 
fight to oust the three, Zhukov came to his aid. An op- 
ponent said, “Have you brought your tanks with you?” 

Zhukov reportedly replied, “If tanks are needed, I 
will lead them.” 

Five months later Zhukov himself was out, leaving 
Khruschev in supreme control. There were oceans of 
ink spilled by the world’s commentators as the drama 
unfolded. When Zhukov came to power, it was proof 
of the domination of the military. 

The Intelligence Digest, dope-sheet put out by the 
Englishman, Kenneth De Courcy, pontificated last 
summer that Russia was now in the hands of a military 
junta of five and that the power of the army was com- 
plete. But suddenly the greatest army hero was com- 
pletely out and all reports showed that the Russian 
people were told that it was because the army would 
not accept the complete authority of the political com- 
missars. Zhukov even brain-washed himself sufficiently 
to confess to this monstrous sin. 


But above and beyond all the intra-party strife there 
was the clear achievement of the advance of Russian 
science. It has been Russian science which has brought 
that nation to its great pinnacle in the thought of the 
world today. Remember that one ye: r ago there were 
parades in a hundred cities of the free world against 
Russia’s actions in Hungary. The crimes of Stalin had 
been freshly revealed. Now, in spite of the ruthless re- 
jection of all other major leaders and the entrenchment 
of a stolid Russian peasant as ruler of 200 million 
people and the mentor of 500 million more, Russia 
stands at a very high peak. 

The United States is in no small measure respon- 
sible for this. Russia has preached materialism and 
all that our propaganda men could do was to say that 
we had a greater materialism than Russia. This was 
true until the day of Sputnik. 
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About two years ago Life published a lengthy pic- 
ture essay on Russian student scientists. At the time I 
called attention to this and said that it was extremely 
important news. I said that this country should go 
all-out to advance our training of scientists. 

In our survey of 1956 I wrote, “Russian science ad- 
vanced. New designs in aircraft . . . Russia’s new 
parachute surpassed anything known in the West... 
Russia’s new turbo-oil drill was better than anything 
known in Texas. How far has she advanced in H- 
bombs and guided missiles?” 

Now we know. Newsweek in an excellent report on 
the scientific implications of the space statellites shows 
that Russia had proved, by these launchings, that she 
was ahead of the United States in physics, mathematics, 
engineering, electronics, metallurgy and chemistry. In 
physics the Reds demonstrated unlooked-for versatility 
in applying knowledge of space, heat and motion in 
pioneering scientific effect. In mathematics the Rus- 
sians mastered incredibly intricate computations neces- 
sary to establish Sputnik’s thrust, velocity, and orbit , 
in outer space. In engineering, massive but efficient 
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Perhaps you know as little 
about the Holy Spirit as the 
disciples knew in John 14. If 
so, this warm, inspiring arti- 
cle will introduce you very 


simply and clearly to 


The Other Comforter 


Tue LORD Jesus Christ has fin- 
ished His public ministry. Now, for the last time, He 
gathers His disciples around Him, and tells them that 
He is going away—He is going away to the cross and to 
Heaven. 

At this news, they become deeply distressed, dis- 
tressed to the point that the Lord comments upon 
the sorrow in their hearts. He knew their hearts. He 
knew that they thought they had left all to follow 
Him, to follow Him as a king, not as a Savior. They 
expected a coronation, not condemnation; they looked 
for a crown, not a cross. 

And now, at this news of His going away, they rea- 
lized that instead of being prime ministers of a politi- 
cal kingdom they would be nothing more nor less than 
spiritual peasants scattered among the lowly and un- 
known. 

Well might He have rebuked their unbelief; but, 
gracious as He always is, He now reveals to them the 
One who will bring them joy—the One who will repre- 
sent Him to them, even the Spirit of truth Himself. 

He tells them that He is going to Heaven to pre- 
pare a place for them, in order that they might be 
with Him. Then He bids them pray in His name; 
but they are troubled, grieved, sad and unbelieving. 
Had they not given their all to follow Him? Where 
were their rewards for service? Where was the king- 
dom? Where was the Messiah? The Lord could see the 
consternation on their faces because of the panic which 
was gripping their hearts (John 14:1-14). In this at- 
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mosphere of disappointment and terror He gives His 
word of promise: “I will ask the Father, and another 
Comforter he will give to you in order that he may be 
with you into the age” (John 14:16, Greek) . 

“Another comforter? What does He mean?” The 
answer is not hard to find. Unbelief, disappointment 
and grief are written on their faces. The Lord knew 
His disciples only too well. They needed Somecne to 
strengthen them, an Advocate to help them. The Holy 
Spirit was to be He. 

There is a wonderful truth in this word “Comfort- 
er”: for, from the Latin heart of the word there is the 
sense of “strength, might, force;” and joined to it 
is the preposition “with.” The One whom the Lord 
is to send will be their strength. He will encourage 
them: He wil! guide them; He will protect them. 


SOMEONE EXACTLY LIKE ME 


From the heart of the Greek word there is added 
to the seuse of strength, assistance. This is exactly 
what the disciples needed: Someone to come to their 
aid during the absence of their Lord. They cannot 
stand the thought of their Lord’s departure, for with- 
out Him where would they turn? How fitting, there- 
fore, that our Lord should introduce the Holy Spirit 
to the disciples by the name most suited to their need. 
The Spirit was coming for their benefit, even as He is 
still here for ours. 

“I will pray the Father and He will send you another 
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Comforter. “Another Comforter?” they muse. We miss 
the force of this word in the English, for there is only 
one; but in Greek there are two, and herein lies the 
softening of their sorrow. By the word “another,” the 
Lord was telling them, “I am not sending you Some- 
one who is different from Me, Someone whom you do 
not know, Someone of whom you need to be afraid. I 
am sending Someone to you who is exactly like Me. 
When He comes to you, you will think of Me.” 

Our blessed Lord endeavors to assure His fearful 
disciples by every means of language at His command 
that He is sympathetic to their grief and disappoint- 
ment. He clearly sets before them that the Holy Spirit 
is to minister in His stead, will be sympathetic to their 
need, and will meet it as Christ Himself would do. 
This the Holy Spirit did and continues to do. 

But they still are troubled. “How long will the 
Comforter stay with us?” they ask. For they were not 
thinking of their Lord or of the One who was to come, 
but of themselves. The Lord, ignoring their self-cen- 
teredness, answers their question: “He [the Father] 
will give you another Comforter in order that He may 
abide with you into the agel” 

We might well ask, What age did the Lord Jesus 
have in mind? Our English version uses the word “for- 
ever.” Usually this expression is a rendering of the 
Greek expression “into the age of ages;” but through- 
out this passage in John 14 this is not the expression 
used. The precision of verbal inspiration is here re- 
vealed with pointed force. The expression rendered 
“forever” in English is literally, “into the age.” It is 
a definite age, for the Greek is specific. 

In the light of the context, there can be only one 
age—the age cf His return. For had He not said to 
them, “Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
rooms; if it were not so, would J. have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? And when I go and pre- 
pare « place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where ] am you may be also” 
(John 14:1-3). The Lord Jesus said, “I will come 
again.” This is the age—the age of His return, when 
the Holy Spirit will no longer need to stand in for Him 
in His absence. Thus the very presence of the Holy 
Spirit daily keeps before us the promise of our Lord’s 
return. 


WITH YOU HE WILL BE 


Before the disciples could ask the second question, 
showing that they were interested in their loneliness 
rather than the Spirit’s coming, our Lord answers, “He 
[the Father] will send the Spirit of truth, whom the 
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world is not able to receive, because it does not see 
him nor does it know him. You know him because 
with you he abides, and with you he will be” (John 
14:17 Greek) . 

What was the question that He answered? It was, 
“How will we know this Spirit of truth?” 

We should have expected our Lord to say, “You 
will know Him, and He will abide with you;” but He 
does not. For, you see, as the Spirit is to represent the 
Lord after His departure, our Lord Jesus is now repre- 
senting to His disciples the very Spirit who is to come. 
Thus, He says, “If you know Me, you will know Him; 
for He is ‘another Comforter’—just like Me.” 

Although the physical change was to be great, the 
real spiritual change was to be changeless. A contradic- 
tion? A paradox? Nevertheless, a truth. The objects of 
the senses may fail, but the Object of faith is constant. 
In His use of the word “know,” our Lord has refer- 
ence to genuine experience and not to mere mental 
assent. The coming of the Spirit opens a fellowship 
between the disciples on the one hand and the Son 
and the Father on the other. And of this, John himself 
was later to write, “Our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ! And we are writing 
this that your joy may be complete” (1 John 1:34). 


OUR FELLOWSHIP WILL BE INTERNAL 


The truth of our version is held in the heart of 
two prepositions. Our Lord had said to the disciples 
that the Spirit of truth “will abide with you, and in 
you he will be.” What does He mean? 

It is as though our Lord were saying, “For three 
brief years you have been with Me. You have seen 
my mighty works; you have heard my Father’s words; 
you have listened to me preaching the gospel. I have 
prayed with you, I have eaten with you, I have worked 
with you. But in all of this our fellowship was limited 
by geography. You had to be with Me if we were to 
be near one another. At best, our fellowship was ex- 
ternal. I was only with you. But the Comforter will 
not only be with you, but in-you. Your fellowship with 
the Spirit will not depend upon geography, but upon 
the Comforter who is to come. I will be in Heaven and 
you will be on earth. And yet, our fellowship will be 
internal, based on the integrity of the Spirit of truth. 
Although you and I may be separated by millions of 
miles, yet through the speed of the Spirit’s thought 
you will be with Me at the throne of grace.” 

This is not the privilege of the disciples only. This 
is our privilege too. In his great intercessory prayer 
the blessed Lord left no doubt that we were to be 
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ln THE United States last year, 
20,000 people felt that suicide was the answer to their 
problems! That many men, women, and youths each 
year find it easier to jump off a bridge, turn on the 
gas, swallow poison, leap in front of a car or train, 
pull a trigger, hang themselves, or in some other way 
take their own life, than to face the problems of living 
any longer. And the tragic rate is rising as the tensions 
of modern life increase. 

Less than half of those taking their own life leave 
notes behind to explain their actions. Those who do 
usually infer they have taken the step because of a 
desire in some way “to end it all”. Life, for them, has 
become too empty or too hard, or too fearful to con- 
tinue. Invariably they seem to feel that death will pro- 
vide a welcome release from the seemingly unbearable 
situations they face. 

This tragic problem has become especially signifi- 
cant to me. I have felt the shock left by the suicide of 
two friends within a few months of each other, and 
have talked with over half a dozen others who were 
contemplating suicide. This matter is not an easy nor 
pleasant topic of discussion. But the prevalence of this 
problem drives us to the Word of God to seek an an- 
swer to the question: Does suicide really solve any- 
thing? 

One thing is immediately sure—suicide doesn’t “end 
it all”. When we say, “So and so took his own life,” 
we can be very sure that that is the one thing he can- 
not do. In Matt. 10:28, the Lord Jesus (certainly the 
world’s greatest authority on what happens after 
death) said, “Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul.” This certainly covers all 
forms of murder, including the murder of self. It is 
only the body which dies, the soul or life goes on. 

If, as in the case of most of us, our troubles really 
lie in the self-life, then it is obvious that a suicide takes 
with him all the problems and troubles he is so desper- 
ately trying to escape. Certain circumstances may be 
relieved, but the esssential problem survives the death 
of the body since it is linked inescapably to the soul. 

This brings up inevitably the question: Where does 
the soul of a suicide go? In answering this from the 
Scriptures, we must speak separately of the saved and 
the unsaved. 

We have, in the Bible, one terrible record of the 
suicide of an unbeliever—Judas Iscariot. Though he 
was part of the apostolic band for three and a half 
years he never made that whole-hearted commitment 
of life and heart to Christ that is the human prere- 
quisite to receiving the gift of eternal life. Again we 
have none other than the authority of Christ Himself 
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as to what happened to Judas after his suicide. He said 
of him two very solemn things. At the Last Supper he 
said, with great sorrow, “Woe to that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed! good it were for that man 
if he had never been born.” In other words, nothing 
in Judas’ life could alter the terrible fate that awaited 
him for his betrayal, and to have never come into ex- 
istence at all would be preferable to what he entered 
into at death. 

A little later, on the same occasion, He said to His 
Father in prayer, concerning the disciples, “None of 
them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the Scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled.” The Hebrew phrase, “son of 
perdition” is an idiom meaning “one who belongs to 
perdition”. None of the other disciples was lost, but 
Judas, the one belonging to perdition was lost. Such 
is His certain meaning. To this Peter makes mention, 
on the Day of Pentecost, when he stated, “. . . Judas, 
by transgression fell, that he might go to his own 
place.” Here again, the survival of the person, beyond 
death, is clearly asserted. 

Hebrews 9:27 certainly speaks to the point here: “It 
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment.” Some may feel that the fate of Judas was 
an exceptional case, but surely this verse makes clear 
that though the penalty may vary some as to degree 
yet judgment awaits all those who leave this life with- 
out having previously accepted the judgment of the 
Cross. A recent story in a Christian magazine told how 
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a young man was saved from suicide by this very verse. 
The thought of a judgment lying beyond death stayed 
his hand and helped him to take up the battle of life 
anew. “While there’s life, there’s hope,” is surely true 
in the face of the biblical revelation that those who 
live and die in rebellion against God go out as “wan- 
dering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of dark- 
ness for ever” (Jude 13). 


CAN A CHRISTIAN COMMIT SUICIDE? 


But what about the suicide of the believer? Since 
his salvation is eternally secure, surely “to depart and 
to be with Christ is far better” than to face an unbear- 
able situation on earth. But is it? This is a much more 
complex problem than that concerning the unsaved. 
There are some Christians who feel that it is impos- 
sible for a true believer to commit suicide. There is 
nothing in Scripture to justify such a claim, and sure- 
ly it is many times at odds with the evidence of ex- 
perience. 

Others, misled by an Arminian theology, practically 
equate suicide with the unpardonable sin, feeling that 
if a believer takes his own life he has sealed his eternal 
doom as well. However, salvation depends not on the 
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To learn the way of prayer is to find the secret of peace. 


individual but on Christ, and consequently suicide 
does not change this relationship in the slightest de- 
gree. 

In the New Testament there is no instance of a 
Christian who takes his own life. That fact in itself 
would indicate that suicide is a very abnormal thing 
for Christians. 

But in the Old Testament there is the story of King 
Saul who fell upon his sword and thus died by his own 
hand. There is some question of whether it is proper 
to call Saul a saved individual. His visit to the Witch 
of Endor is taken by some to indicate that he was one 
of the damned. However, that very scene seems to af- 
ford the best evidence we have that he was saved. The 
words of Samuel to Saul were: “Tomorrow shalt thou 
and thy sons be with me.” These words proved to be 
true, indicating that Samuel’s appearance was no med- 
iumistic trick. Since there is no question about Sam- 
uel’s salvation and since one of the sons of Saul to 
whom Samuel referred was none other than Jonathan, 
David’s dearest friend and one of the fairest characters 
presented in the Old Testament, there seems little 
cause to doubt that Saul was indeed a saved man. His 
life, like Jacob’s, was one filled with weakness and 
folly, but he himself was redeemed by grace. 
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But this very question as to Saul’s salvation points 
up one soul-searching fact. In the eyes of others, a sui- 
cide always places his salvation somewhat in doubt. 
Before men, his salvation is rendered suspect! This is 
because suicide is an extreme act of rebellion against 
God. It is nothing less than murder, albeit self-murder. 

The great theologian, Dr. Wm. G. T. Shedd writes: 

“Suicide, if the act of sanity, is ipso facto proof 
of insubmission and rebellion towards God, and 
impenitence in sin. Socrates contends that to take 
one’s own life, is to defraud and dishonor the 

Creator. ‘The gods,’ he says, ‘are our guardians, 

and we are a possession of theirs. If one of your 

‘own possessions, an ox or an ass, for example, 
took the liberty of putting himself out of the way 
when you had given no intimation of your wish 
that he should die, would you not be displeased 
with him, and would you not punish him if you 
could?’ It was upon this view of suicide, that the 
self-murderer was denied burial by the Church on 
consecrated ground.” 

The key words in this statement are “if the act of 
sanity.” In the case of Christian suicides there is often 
good evidence of insanity or temporary derangement 
from grief, or fear, or some circumstance in which the 
person could not rightly be held accountable. Certain- 
ly in such cases salvation would never be in doubt for 
it is guaranteed by the blood of Jesus Christ and the 
blood of suicide cannot alter it. 


DEFEAT HERE AND VICTORY THERE? 


“But,” someone says, “suppose a Christian deliber- 
ately plans his suicide in order to escape what he 
thinks is an intolerable condition? Is he not better off 
in heaven than on earth?” The answer to this is the 
apostle’s words in 1 Cor. 3:15, “. . . he shall suffer loss, 
but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire.” 

Do not pass lightly over those words, “suffer loss.” 
They mean a great deal indeed. Such a suicide is a 
deliberate act of rebellion against the Creator. By it, 
the one in question is saying to God, “I refuse to ac- 
cept Your choice for my life. I will not tolerate the 
conditions You have put me in!” Such rebellion must 
be quelled before any degree of fellowship with God 
is possible. The scourging of the Father is in order for 
such a one. Specifically what God does to correct this 
is not revealed. Who knows what agonies of shame 
and heartache are hidden in those words, “Suffer 
loss”? Certainly it may be asked, “Can a life which 
ends in defeat here possibly begin in victory over 
there?” The apostle Peter speaks of “giving diligence 
to make your calling and election sure . . . for so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly in- 
to the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.” The entrance into the everlasting king- 


22 No amount of darkness can ever put out the light of Christ. 


dom is purchased for us by Christ; the degree of 
abundance is dependent on us. What kind of an en- 
trance can a suicide have? 

Besides the rebellion and willfulness which must be 
dealt with at the judgment seat of Christ, and besides 
the tears and sorrow, the uprooted lives, and the un- 


bending shame left as a legacy to those behind, each 


would-be suicide should face the loss he accrues in his 
failure to fight the battle of life through to the end 
appointed of God. Paul could write, “This light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” What- 
ever that weight of glory signifies (and surely it must 
be supremely worthwhile) , it seems to be related di- 
rectly to the degree of affliction we suffer in this world. 
In another place the apostle says, “For I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in 
us.” Ah, but what if we refuse the sufferings? Is there 
not a corresponding loss in glory? 

Doubtless the worst thing of all, for the Christian 
suicide, will be the eternal knowledge, the haunting 
certainty throughout eternity, that it wasn’t necessary! 
No Christian ever needs to commit suicide. God knows 
indeed that the trials are sometimes sore and hard to 
bear—but what of His promises? 

Everyone tempted to suicide should read often Isa- 
iah 43:2, “When thou passest through the waters, I 
will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee.” Other great passages for times of 
stress are Psalm 23, Psalm 62, Hebrews 12:1-3, Heb. 
4:14-16 and many others. 

Perhaps no greater temptation to suicide can come 
than to face the prospect of years of pain and suffer- 
ing, shut up within the four walls of a sickroom. Yet 
even in such extreme testing, the grace of God can tri- 
umph if allowed. Only recently there passed into glory 
the triumphant soul of Mrs. Martha Snell Nicholson. 
She was bedfast for over thirty years, suffering con- 
stantly from many diseases, including tuberculosis, 
arthritis, Parkinson’s disease, and for the last year or 
so of her life, cancer. Yet, during those years her pen 
poured out volume after volume of Christian poetry 
—some of the finest ever written. Among them were 
these verses which may be adapted to meet any pos- 
sible kind of trial suffered in this life. 

“Christ of the sickroom! When at last 
The pain of my broken body is past 
And I see Him crowned in glory and power, 
Can my heart forget one sacred hour? 
Perhaps I shall think, as I bow at His feet, 
‘Is even this kingly One more sweet 
Than the tender Christ I came to know, 
Christ of the sickroom, down below?’ ” 
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I WAS the week between Christmas 
and New Year’s, and I was headed West on a train. 

Even though I waited until late to go to the diner, 
it was still crowded. So the steward placed me at a 
table with three men who were evidently traveling 
together. From their conversation I gathered that 
they were all headed for the same convention, and 
that they knew each other although they worked for 
different companies. 

“What did you give your” (here the train hit some 
cross tracks and the next word was drowned out) “for 
Christmas?” 

“An ice bucket?” 

“A what?” 

“An ice bucket.” 

“What for?” 

“Don’t you know what an ice bucket’s for? To cool 
drinks in or keep ice cubes.” 

“What in the world did you choose a present like 
that for?” 
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Customers and Sons 


“Businesses have a habit of succeeding, and sons 





have a habit of going bankrupt in such a situation.” 


“What's wrong with it?”—with belligerency. 


“I thought your boy was only eleven or twelve. 
What would he want with an ice bucket?” 


“Oh,” sheepishly, “you asked me what I gave my 
boy for Christmas. I thought you said my customers. 
My wife got it. A bicycle. The English kind.” 

Laugh. A big one. 


But don’t laugh at a man whose mind is taken up 
with his customers to the exclusion of his son. Busi- 
nesses have a habit of succeeding, and sons have a 
habit of going into bankruptcy in such a situation. 

“God cares not whether a man is an executive or a 
laborer,” writes Harold L. Johnson in the Harvard 
Business Review. “His primary concern is with what 
kind of man he is, on and off the job. Does he let his 
business so absorb him that he is no longer a father? 
. .. Maybe he can accept the excuse that ‘my job is so 
important—everything else will have to be secondary.’ 
Maybe even his family and friends will say, ‘Well. 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Here is an article to start your new 
year with a rainbow and the 


assurance of Christ’s presence. 


By E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


Ir WAS a sparkling winter’s day, 
crisp and cold. Brilliant sunshine spread across the 
white world the glitter of diamonds. I was visiting rel- 
atives at Niagara, and that afternoon my little niece 
and nephew and I walked down to view the Falls, 
which I had never seen except in summer. 

The mighty cataract, overwhelming in the majesty 
of its summer beauty, was infinitely more awesome and 
inspiring in the grandeur of its winter garb. Enormous 
icicles hung from its rocky crags; great masses of lumi- 
nous ice crackled and crashed in the seething rapids at 
its foot; snow-capped boulders overhung its forbidding 
chasm. 

But the spell of winter had wrought one wonder 
more beautiful than any other. In the brilliance and 
clarity of the January cold, the mists that so often ob- 
scure the head of the great waterfall had risen and 
cleared. Not only could we see in its entirety the thun- 
dering cataract itself, but surrounding it, its jewelled 
colors a halo of glory against the dazzling blue of a 
cloudless sky, was the largest and most beautiful dou- 
ble rainbow I have ever seen. 
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I had never before realized that a rainbow is a com- 
plete circle, for never before had I stood in the unique 
position where the whole of the circle could be seen— 
an arc must do for most rainbows, with a semi-circle 
being an unusually lovely sight. But far below me lay 
the infinite chasm of the Niagara gorge, and circling 
over the Falls, touching both American and Canadian 
sides of the river, and then dropping deep into the 
mighty canyon at my feet, hung this exquisite, shim- 
mering opalescence—a complete circle, enfolding me 
and the little ones beside me in the edge of its shining 
sweep. 

I stood there, caught up in its glory, breathless with 
wonder, silent in worship and adoration and praise to 
God for giving me such a beautiful experience. For is 
not the Throne of God Himself encircled by a rain- 
bow (Rev. 4:3), and had not I, almost like the Be- 
loved John, heard the voice of many waters, and seen 
all Heaven opened, and the Throne, and Him that sat 
thereon? 

“I do set my bow in the cloud,” God said to Noah 
long ago (Gen. 4:9-17) , “and it shall be for a token of 
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a covenant between me and the earth: and it shall 
come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that 
the bow shall be seen in the cloud, and I will remem- 
ber my covenant, which is between me‘and you and 
every living creature of all flesh, and the waters shall 
no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.” 

Earthly life has ever been beset with clouds; but for 
the Christian, they are alight with the token of God’s 
covenant care, His promise that the waters shall not 
overwhelm those that trust in Him. His covenant bow 
is visible even in the darkest of life’s stormy clouds— 
indeed, without a cloud He did not promise to reveal 
it. 

And that bow is a perfect circle. Though only a 
small arc may be visible to us at times, yet that arc is 
a part of the complete rainbow that circles the Throne 
of the faithful, the covenant-keeping God; and in that 
arc we are caught up into the very heart of God Him- 
self. In His perfect plan, the troubles that bring the 
fragment of the bow only bind us to the Throne where 
He Himself is seated in majesty and might, working 
all things according to the counsel of His perfect will. 
It is our God who is on the Throne, and from that seat 
of power He reigns, and orders our affairs aright. ~ 

The prophet Ezekiel saw that rainbow-circled 
Throne in his vision of long ago (Ezek. 1:26-28) , and 
cried, “And upon the likeness of the Throne was the 
likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.” 

A Man above! What lovelier thought for storm- 
tossed human souls than the knowledge that in the 
seat of Heavenly power there is a Man above, the Man 
Christ Jesus! “For verily He took not on Him the na- 
ture of angels, but He took on Him the seed of Abra- 
ham. Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be 
made like unto His brethren, that He might be a mer- 
ciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
For in that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, 
He is able to succour them that are tempted” (Heb. 
2:16-18) . 

A beloved hymn stole into my mind. 

Wrote Michael Bruce over 200 years ago: 


Where high the heavenly temple stands, 
The house of God not made with hands, 
A great High Priest our nature wears, 
The guardian of mankind appears. 


He Who for men their surety stood, 
And poured on earth His precious blood, 
Pursues in heaven His mighty plan, 
The Savior and the Friend of man. 


Though now ascended up on high, 
He bends on earth a brother’s eye; 
Partaker of the human name, 

He knows the frailty of our frame. 
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In every pang that rends the heart 
The Man of Sorrows had a part; 
He sympathizes with our grief, 
And to the sufferer sends relief. 


With boldness, therefore, at the Throne 
Let us make all our sorrows known, 

And ask the aids of heavenly power 

To help us in the evil hour. 


“Seeing then that we have a High Priest that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our profession. For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:4-16) . 

A Man above! “And as the appearance of the bow 
that is in the cloud in the day of rain . . . this was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord” 
(Ezek. 1:28) . 

“Auntie Marg! Look!” Donald was tugging at my 
hand. A party of workmen had driven up in a truck, 
had set up a pneumatic drill, and were making ready 
to dig up the pavement at our feet, just at the one spot 
where the rainbow touched the earth at our side. 

“What are they going to do?” queried Judy. 

“They're going to dig for the pot of gold at the foot 
of the rainbow, silly!” replied Donald loftily. “C’mon, 
Auntie Marg, I’m hungry! Let’s go!” 

So we were still on earth after all, with work to do 
and life to be faced! Off we went, but out into the 
New Year I went with the glory of the rainbow and 
the Throne living in my heart for ever. 








A missionary translator in the mountains of Mexico was looking for a 
word to convey the idea of “comfort.” The Indians of the tribe could 
give him nothing, until one day his helper asked for a week's leave. 
His uncle had died, and he wanted to visit his aunt in order “to help 
her heart around the corner.” At last the missionary had his expression. 


Prayer does not change the will of God, but the heart of man. 25 














THINGS GOD CANNOT DO 


Examine these eight things and see 


what they imply for your own life. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Certainty GOD can do all 
things in the physical and material realm. There is 
nothing too hard to Him. 

But in the realm of the spiritual, some things are 
impossible for God to do. He cannot do these things, 
not because He is unable to, but because His moral 
being will not permit Him to do them. 

For instance, he cannot go against His holiness; He 
cannot do anything that violates His justice; He can- 
not do anything that is inconsistent with His love; He 
cannot look upon iniquity; He cannot lie. 

Let’s consider eight of these things that God can- 
not do and see what it means to us. 

1. God cannot improve human nature. Jeremiah 
17:9 says “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
in the Hebrew incurably sick.” The heart is incurable. 

Our Lord, in speaking to the people, said “For from 
within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, 
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wicked- 
ness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, fool- 
ishness. All these evil things come from within, and 
they defile a man.” Mark 7:22,23. 

God will not improve the old sinful nature of man. 
God has never been interested in moral reform. A 
man can deform faster than he can reform so he has 
to be transformed. The Adamic nature of man is total- 
ly depraved. The doctrine of total depravity does not 
teach that there is no good in man; it means there is 
no good in man that can satisfy God. 

For instance, a canoe is a wonderful craft for a lake 
on a June night. But it is a totally depraved boat for 
crossing the ocean. 

You may have character enough to take you through 
life in the realm of human society. But you do not 
have character enough to take you to Heaven. There is 
no good in man that can satisfy God. 

2. God cannot save the man who rejects Him. In 
Mark 6:5,6 it is said of the Lord Jesus, when He came 
to Nazareth, “He could do no mighty work there, ex- 
cept that He laid His hands upon a few sick people 
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and healed them. And He marveled because of their 
unbelief.” 

God will not save the unbeliever who insists on re- 
belling against Him for God’s holiness cannot stand 
sin. This is why Paul speaks of God’s wrath being re- 
vealed against all unrighteousness and ungodliness of 
men who hold the truth in unbelief. 

John the evangelist, too, comments upon the judg- 
ment of men when he says “And this is the condemna- 
tion, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. John 3:19. 

We should clearly understand at this point that God 
does not hate the sinner but He does hate the sin. 
Man can only go to Heaven God’s way and that way is 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Romans 3:21-24 we read, “But now the righteous- 
ness of God has been manifested apart from law, al- 
though the law and the prophets bear witness to it, 
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction; since 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they 
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemp- 
tion which is in Christ Jesus.” 

3. God cannot admit the unsaved to His kingdom. 
In John 3, Jesus said, “Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

God demands absolute perfection. If you are to be in 
Heaven, you must be as perfect as God, or you must 
say, “O Lord God, I am a sinner” and offer to God the 
perfection of Christ. It must be either your own per- 
fection or that of Christ. And since you are not perfect, 
you need to turn to Christ and claim Him as your per- 
sonal Savior, your righteousness. Apart from Christ 
there is no hope. 

4. God cannot let the unsaved out of Hell. Men 
would like to believe that there will be a chance after 
death; but the Bible gives no such hope. The issues of 
eternity are settled in this life. 

Jesus said, “Where I am going you cannot come. 
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You will die in your sins unless you believe that I am 
Jehovah.” 

All this is because of the nature of God, in His 
holiness and abhorrence of sin. 

5. He cannot judge a true believer in Christ, and 
He has no desire to do so. God cannot condemn one 
who has put His trust in Jesus Christ. 

That is why we sing 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all Hell should endeavor 
to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake. 

God’s promises to a believer are unconditional. In 
all the Bible God never says, “I will save you and take 
you to Heaven if you will do something.” Instead God 
says, “I will save you because I took all your sins and 
put them on my Son Jesus Christ, and I have recorded 
His righteousness to your account.” 

Hear God say to Abraham, “I will . . .” and then 
follow five “I wills,” as God pronounces His promises 
to Abraham: “I will make of you a great nation, I 
will bless you, I will make your name great; I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who curses you I will 
curse; and by you all the families of the earth will 
bless themselves” (Gen. 12:2,3) . 

But someone may object, “What if Abraham gets 
out of thy will, Lord, and runs down to Egypt?” 

“I will make his name great. I will save him.” 

“But suppose he should say, on the way to Egypt, 
‘Somebody may kill me, so I will pass my wife Sarah 
off as my sister to save my skin.’ How will you deal 
with him, Lord?” 

“] will call Abraham my friend, and I will take him 
into my Heaven,” says God. 

“Why, Lord?” 

And God replies, “Simply because when I save a 
man I do not look at his sin. Before me there are no 
first-class and second-class sinners.” 

Human beings make a difference between the very 
saintly and the very wicked; but God sees no difference 
between sinners. 

6. God cannot deny a person who has trusted in 
Christ. “If we are faithless, he remains faithful—for 
he cannot deny himself” (II Tim. 2:13). 


Do you think that God did not know you would be | 


slipshod in your Christian walk? You may be aston- 
ished at what you find yourself doing, but you never 
astonish God. 

When once you have entered into the great truth 
that God cannot deny Himself, that you are saved and 
safe in Christ, and that God Himself cannot remove 
us from Christ, at that moment true holiness begins. 
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The Scriptures begin to affect the believer's life and- 
the believer begins to grow in Christ. 

But isn’t it possible for you to get out of Christ? 

No, you cannot get out of Christ until Christ gets 
out of God. So long as Christ is in God, you are in 
Christ. And you are in Christ as safely as Christ is in 
God. 

7. God cannot repent or change His mind con- 
cerning His promises, plans and purposes. Rom. 11:29 
says, “For the gifts and the call of God-are irrevocable.” 

God never started anything that He didn’t finish. 
He has never called a man whom He did not intend 


- to take to Heaven. “I am sure that he who began a 


good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ” (Phil: 1:6). Prov. 4:18 assures 
us, “The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 
“That is why God cannot repent concerning His prom- 
ises, plans and purposes. 

8. God cannot desert His own. Heb. 13:5 says, 
“Keep your life free from.love of money, and be con- 
tent with what you have; for he has said, I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” 

The simple English sentence, “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you,” is perhaps the most extraordin- 
ary sentence in Greek in the New Testament, for it 
has three negatives. The Greek reads, “I will never, 
no never, leave three nor forsake thee.” 

Oh, how safe we are! Simply because of the immut- 
able, unchangeable nature of God Himself. So long 
as you are going His way, He will do all things for 
you, and you can say, “I can do all things in him who 
strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13) . 

Go forth, then, strong in the knowledge that you 
belong to a God who can do all things, yet is incap- 
able of deviating in any wise from His unchanging 
purpose in behalf of His children. 








You do not lack anything for living the Christian life. 27 











BARNABAS: the “Son of Consolation’ 


His gift was to encourage and strengthen. Could 


the same gift be useful today? 


By HERBERT F. STEVENSON 


|! we could change our name, which one would we choose? 
Or, if we knew that the leaders of the church, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, were about to give us a new name indica- 
tive of our character and our Christian service, would we 
rejoice or tremble? We should probably regard the pros- 
pect with apprehension lest the selected name be unflatter- 
ing, on the one hand, or else should set a standard for our 
lives we could not hope unfailingly to maintain. But such 
a problem does not trouble us; we pay little attention to 
names, using them simply for purposes of identification 
and seldom heeding any meaning they might have. In the 
East in biblical times it was otherwise. Names were care- 
fully chosen to express the aspirations of parents for their 
offspring or to indicate the characteristics of the bearer. Ac- 
cordingly it was not uncommon for names to be changed 
when the character was formed, or when some dominating 
purpose imparted to life a distinctive quality or bent. It 
is therefore not surprising that we frequently read in Scrip- 
ture of new names given to mark crises in careers, or to 
convey the outstanding traits of character. 

Such was the case with Joses, or Joseph—it is not quite 
certain which was his original name—a Levite from Cyprus, 
to whom the apostles gave the surname Barnabas, mean- 
ing “son of consolation” (A.V.), or “son of exhortation” 
(R.V.). Both renderings are legitimate, and each presents 
an equally attractive portrait of the man so designated 
(Acts 4:36). On receiving it, he must have wondered if he 
could live up to so challenging a name; yet how his heart 
must have rejoiced to realize that the apostles so regarded 
him and had given him such a name by inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit Himself! His subsequent story, told in the 
Acts, shows how truly he fulfilled the prophetic intimation 
of his new name, and manifested the grace of both a son 
of consolation and of exhortation. 

He first appears on the biblical scene in Acts 4, where 
we are told that he, “having land, sold it, and brought the 
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet” (vs. 37). This was 
clearly a voluntary and spontaneous act, although in ac- 
cord with the general practice of the church in Jerusalem 
at that time. For “as many as were possessed of lands or 
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houses sold them, and brought the prices . . . and laid them 
down at the apostles’ feet” (vss. 34, 35). It was an expres- 
sion of their wondrous sense of unity in the new life in 
Christ; of the realization of mutual dependence as mem- 
bers of the infant church. Barnabas entered into this self- 
renouncing fellowship without hesitation or reservation 
and in a spirit contrasting strongly with that of Ananias 
and Sapphira, whose sad story is told immediately after- 
ward. Possessions, and one’s attitude toward them, are 
ever a sure test both of character and of consecration! In 
this first glimpse we have of Barnabas, we behold his large- 
hearted, self-effacing, utter devotion to the Lord and His 
Church. 

It is as a “son of consolation”—the idiom “son of . . .’ 
is characteristically Jewish, and signifies the principal traits 
of the person concerned—that we next meet Barnabas; for 
it was he who stood by the side of the newly-converted Saul 
of Tarsus when the church of Jerusalem regarded him with 
suspicion (Acts 9:27). The church was not to be blamed 
for its cautious attitude, for Saul had indeed been a most 
bitter antagonist; and it was not at all improbable that 
such as he might pretend to be a convert, in order to ob- 
tain first-hand evidence on which to indict and condemn 
them. 

Their rebuff, however, might easily have stumbled the 
young convert, sensitive aristocrat that he was. But the 
embarrassing moment of suspicion and tension gave place 
to understanding and rejoicing as Barnabas played the 
part of a “son of consolation” indeed, and “declared . . . 
how he had seen the Lord in the way” (9:27). It has been 
suggested that possibly he had known Saul previously; Cyp- 
rus was within the same province of the Roman Empire 
as Tarsus, Saul’s home town; and they might even have 
been educated together. Whether that is so or not, he was 
quick to discern the sincerity of the new disciple, and 
ready to vouch for the reality of his faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It is a good thing to be sure of one’s own faith; it is even 
better to be a strengthener and encourager of the faith of 
another. Such was the ministry of Barnabas to Saul. There 
can be little doubt that whatever might have been the at- 
titude of the church toward him Saul’s faith would have 
remained steadfast; for it was already so firmly centered and 
fixed in Christ. But not all young converts are so; and the 
attitude toward them of other Christians, and of the church 
in general, sometimes has incalculable effect. Many a waver- 
ing one has been brought into full fellowship with the 
church through a kindly word of welcome; some, alas, are 
undoubtedly turned back by indifference or even aloofness 
on the part of those who should cherish them as lambs of 
Christ’s flock. Henry Drummond once said, “How many 
prodigals are kept out of the Kingdom of God by the 
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For half a century, the late Dr. Arno C. 
Gaebelein served as editor of Our Hope, 
outstanding Bible magazine which merges 
with Erernity with the January issue. He 
ided that unswerving testimony until his 
death in 1945. Many of Gaebelein’s exposi- 
tional and prophetic books are out of print, 
but those listed here are now available. 


[[]_ The Prophet Daniel. Arno C. Gaebelein, 
D. D., Kregel. 212 pp. $2.50. 
No other book of the Bible has been so 
violently attacked through the ages as 
has the book of Daniel. But this great Prophetic book has proved 
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win shows she is acquainted with both 
God and the devil and some of the ways 
each takes with an individual. 
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this collection of thirteen sermons by 
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They deal largely with the value God 
sets on the soul—the great theme of the 
apostles and of our Savior. 
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unlovely characters of those who profess 
to be inside!” Oh that there were more 
sons of consolation! 

When the Jewish authorities realized 
that Saul was now converted to the “up- 
start” faith he had persecuted, they de- 
termined to kill him; so the church in 
Jerusalem persuaded him to return to 
Tarsus. An interval of some years elapsed 
before he and Barnabas—who were des- 
tined to be so closely linked in mis 
sionary witness to the Gentiles—came 
together again. Once more Barnabas took 
an initiative which displayed the quali- 
ties expressed in his name. 

Members of the Jerusalem church, 
scattered abroad by the persecution 
which followed the martyrdom of 
Stephen, came to Antioch in Syria. 
There, they preached the gospel to the 
“Grecians”—Jews born and reared out- 
side Palestine, amid Greek culture and 
influences, and consequently more “lib- 
eral” in their outlook than those of 
Judaea—and “a great number believed, 
and turned to the Lord.” Reports of 
this notable happening soon reached 
Jerusalem, and the “parent” church de- 
cided to send an emissary to supervise 
and encourage these new converts. For 
this delicate and highly responsible task 
Barnabas was selected, and no better 
choice could have been made. His graci- 
ous spirit, sound judgment and dedicated 
zeal fitted him to assess aright the events 
in Antioch and also commended him to 
the infant church there. The record in 
Scripture is brief but graphic. “When 
he came,” says the Book of Acts, “and 
had seen the grace of God, [Barnabas] 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that 
with purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord. For he was a good man,” 
the record adds, “and full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith” (11:23, 24). No 
higher tribute could ever be paid. 

Barnabas recognized the work of the 
Holy Spirit for what it was and re- 
joiced in it. He encouraged the new 
converts to steadfast continuance in the 
faith. He sounded forth the authentic 
note of true evangelism: that salvation 
is the gift of God to those who “with 
purpose of heart . . . cleave unto the 
Lord.” All too often this essential ele- 
ment of the gospel message is neglected 
and the initial decision stressed almost 
to the point of implying that receiving 
Christ as Savior is all that matters. 

Indeed, the rapid growth of the 
church made it necessary for Barnabas 
to seek help in its oversight, and his 
thoughts turned to Saul. Accordingly he 
left for Tarsus to seek him—and the 
word implies that he had to search, for 
Saul had probably been disowned by 
his family (Phil 3:8) and was living— 
and witnessing, we. are sure—elsewhere. 
Barnabas found him, however, and 
brought him to Antioch; and there the 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Can the 
Church use 


more 


MODERN 
methods? 


By ROBERT W. GARMATZ 


Surely the greatest work of all 
deserves the most effective tools 


of teaching 


e need a revolution in church mass communicative 

methods. God’s command to each Christian is clear, 
“Go ye therefore and teach—all nations.” Christians are to 
make and keep disciples of all men. The material we are 
to use is God’s Word. We are not seeking a revolution 
against the unchanging Word of life, but we are in need 
of a revolution in the method whereby we spread and use 
that Word. 

In industry and education, there are more people to be 
reached and more things to be sold and taught. So also the 
Church has more people to reach. The complexity of 
church organizations also demands that more information 
and more techniques be taught to more people more 
quickly. 

The problem of getting more information to more peo- 
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principal of Faith Lutheran Church in IPenver, Colorado. 
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ple is generally met in one of three ways; we have more 
meetings and keep people longer; we place people in spe- 
cial groups and give them specific information and train- 
ing; or, we find more efficient and effective ways of impart- 
ing information. 

I suggest that the latter way of solving the problem is the 
one to be explored. We need to explore more effective and 
efficient methods of communicating the gospel message to 
millions of unchurched. We need to explore the use of 
more methods by which information regarding missions, 
missionary techniques, needs of the church, direction of 
Christian living, etc., can be brought to the people of the 
church. 

Our communication must appeal to and hold individuals 
and masses. Our methods of communication must be clear 
and quick. Our present methods of communicating the mes- 
sage of the Church must be revolutionized. 

Audio-visual methods are among the most effective and 
efficient in communicating ideas and information. They 
are a more natural approach to the way in which people 
learn, for they interest people, allow for different speeds in 
learning, add to the experience of people, appeal to several 
senses, and speed new learning by association with past 
learning and experience. 

Audio-visual aids are not to be considered only in terms 
of films and filmstrips, but church leaders ought to explore 
the use of drama, real life experience through field trips, 
objects, models, specimens, still pictures, all manner of 
projected pictures, flannelgraphs, charts, maps, globes, dis- 
plays, exhibits, diagrams, chalkboard, radio, television, rec- 
ords, public address systems, and tape recordings, for all of 
these aids and others correctly belong in the realm of the 
audio-visual, and all rightly used are materials and instru- 
ments and methods of instruction. 

There is no reason why church auditoriums should not 
be equipped with screens and projectors and recorders to 
speed learning and enrich the worship experience of Chris- 
tians. Ministers and teachers ought to use objects, flannel- 
boards, projected and non-projected visual aids in their 
teaching. All Christian education agencies such as the 
church school, Sunday School,’ Vacation Bible School, Sat- 
urday school, youth groups, men’s and women’s service and 
Bible organizations, ought to speed the effective use of 
audio-visual aids tor greater and more efficient learning 
and serving. 

Industry, and in many instances public education, has 
spared no cost in training their servants to use all kinds of 
mass communicative techniques. Surely, then, the greatest 
work of all deserves the most effective tools of teaching at 
man’s disposal. If Christians really believe that the message 
of the Church is the only sure and lasting salvation of 
mankind, it behooves us to revolutionize our methods of 
communicating to others. We must begin to use many and 
new methods and instruments. 

God in His wisdom gave men the gifts of speech and the 
printed press. These means of instruction have been used 
admirably by the Church, but now the other gifts of God 
in the field of communication, namely, audio-visual aids, 
are ours. We ought to spare no expense in speeding the use 
of His great gifts to call all men to repentance. ENpD 
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VOTE ON HELL 


Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Church Leaders Support Hallesby 


NORWAY LUTHERANS UPHOLD DOCTRINE 


A four year battle came to a decisive 
close within the State Lutheran Church 
of Norway. In it the church rejected the 
views of Bishop Kristian Schjelderup re- 
garding hell by the vote of 108 to 18. 

It all began in 1953 when Schjelderup 
protested a radio address in which Pro- 
fessor Ole Hiallesby, Norwegian lay 
leader, stressed the condemnation to 
hell of all unbelievers. Schjelderup said 
that Christianity was a religion of love 
and that Hallesby’s teachings were in- 
compatible with such a concept. 

In the following months the dispute 
grew. The climax came with the vote of 
the Voluntary Church Convention of 
the Lutheran Church. By it, the dele- 
gates declared that Schjelderup’s teach- 
ing “has never been the teaching of the 
Christian Church.” 

Schjelderup, however, was not asked to 
resign his position. 


ADVISORS WARN OF TENSION 


Newsweek paints the following proph- 
etic picture, “Administration advisors 
are convinced the U. S. is headed into 
a deeply ‘tension-racked’ era.” 

They continue, “They believe that 
Khrushchev—elated by his missile tri- 
umphs and freed from the moderating 
influence of Zhukov—will keep the free 
world in unending jitters. They do not 
fear the Red dictator will actually 
plunge the world into all-out war. They 
do believe, however, that Khrushchev 
will create enough alarms and excur- 
sions to force the West to spend more 
and more on armaments. The spending 
burden will fall mainly on the U. S.” 

The answer to all this has long since 
been given by Jesus Christ to those who 
would follow Him, “See that ye be not 
troubled.” This is a supernatural word 
for believers in times of great tension. 


COLOMBIA PERSECUTION EASES 


Evangelicals usually don’t look for 
good news to come from Colombia. But 
it did. The Evangelical Confederation 
of Colombia has reported “a decrease in 
acts of violence or discrimination against 
Protestants” this past summer. 

Encouragingly, it added, “It is to be 
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expected that this trend will continue 
in all the country.” 

Protestant work is still handicapped, 
of course. No Protestant churches or 
schools are permitted in the so-called 
Roman Catholic mission territories and 
Protestants are barred everywhere from 
“making public demonstrations of faith 
through radio broadcasts or public meet- 
ings.” 

But, if this past summer is indicative, 
the new government may be living up 
to its promises to “do everything in its 
power to restore constitutional rights to 
all Colombians.” 


NCC BREAKS GROUND FOR SKYSCRAPER 


Ground was broken late in November 
for the Interchurch Center, a nineteen- 
story, almost $20 million building, to 
house many of New York’s Protestant 
agencies. 

Biggest tenant will be the National 
Council of Churches. Others to move in 
will be agencies of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., agencies of the 
Methodist Church, American Baptist 
Convention, Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica and more than 15 other Protestant 
organizations. 

A $2 million grant by John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr., was the big financial factor. 


MISSION COVENANT PLANS ARCTIC STATION 


After 70 years of mission activity in 
Alaska, the Evangelical Mission Cove- 
nant Church has applied for a license 
to build and operate a radio station 
near Nome, Alaska. Veteran broad- 
caster and Covenant missionary Arthur 
Zylstra will direct the station which 
hopes to advance the Gospel in north- 
ern Alaska and eastern Siberia. 


PROTESTANTS GIVE TWO BILLION 


American Protestants gave more than 
two billion dollars to their denomina- 
tions in 1956. It was the first time in 
history that contributions had passed 
the two billion mark, according to the 
National Council of Churches. Per 
member contributions increased to $57 
per member. 

As usual, the Seventh Day Adventists 
had the highest per capita average— 
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$202. But for the first time their reign 
was seriously challenged. The Wesleyan 
Methodist Church gave $197 per mem- 
ber. 

Of the two billion dollar total, less 
than $70 million (3.5 per cent) went to 
denominational missions. 


EAST GERMANY’S CHURCH 


Communist oppression may force the 
Lutheran Church to change its structure 
to survive in Iron Curtain countries, an 
East German bishop said in Minneap- 
olis. 

This change, said Bishop Friedrich 
Wilhelm Krummacher of Pomerania, 
could be from the semi-state-church 
form common in Germany to “new forms 
of free and active congregations ready 
to witness and if need be to battle.” 

“We who live in countries ruled by 
Communism and are aware of the radi- 
cal changes in our social conditions,” the 
bishop said, “have the duty as well as 
the freedom soberly to examine the ques- 
tion whether or not the traditional par- 
ochial system of the folk-church should 
be superseded by new forms.” 

His talk was one of the frankest out- 
lines of the Church’s dilemma behind 
the Iron Curtain presented at the third 
assembly of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration. 

“Pain, suffering and persecution are 
some of the means by which the Lord 
unites His Church,” he said. “The 
Church will experience anew that sea- 
sons of tribulation, oppression and even 
bloody persecution may be especially 
blessed and profitable.” 

A persecuted church, Bishop Krum- 
macher said, at all costs must avoid 
“three forms of hopelessness”: defeatism, 
compromise “for the sake of a foul 
peace,” and purely negative political 
resistance. 

“In many cases,” the bishop said, “in 
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_a filthy prison cell, or behind the barbed 

wire of a concentration camp, for in- 
stance, when a man shares his last crust 
of dry bread with a hungry fellow pris- 
oner instead of eating it himself—a sim- 
ple act of love is much more effective 
than many fine words.” 


SOUTHERN METHODISTS THREATEN SPLIT 


In a day of merging denominations, 
Southern Methodists are threatening to 
go the other way. 

The thorn in the side is the proposed 
abolition of the Church’s Central Juris- 
diction. In the Methodist Church there 
are six jurisdictions. Five of them are 
geographical; the sixth, the Central 
Jurisdiction, is racial. 

In 1939, three branches of Methodism 
united under the six jurisdictional ar- 
rangement “to protect the minority 
rights of regions.” As a result, the pres- 


ent proposal to abolish the Central 
Jurisdiction is termed a “breach of 
promise” by Southern whites. 

Among the more irate quotes: “The 
ecumenical movement will be set back 
fifty years;” “we are not going to inte- 
grate our schools or our churches;” “a 
great many Methodists will become in- 
active or join other denominations.” 


ISRAEL WON’T RESTRICT MISSIONARIES 


That statement was made by a Israeli 
official in Washington recently. He stat- 
ed that there are now some 400 Chris- 
tian missionaries in this country. 

“We have been grateful,” he said, 
“for the educational and medical work 
they have done and we believe it to be 
in the interest of religious freedom to 
admit them.” 

Of the 45,000 Christians in Israel, the 





SEQUEL TO MARTYRDOM 


Aucas Respond at Last 


Almost two years after five young mis- 
sionaries were martyred by Auca In- 
dians on the banks of Ecuador’s Curaray 
River, friendly contacts have again been 
made—this time with Betty Elliot, one 
of the five widows. 

The scene of the contacts was a mis- 
sion hut on the edge of Auca territory, 
constructed by Dr. Wilfred Tidmarsh of 
Christian Missions in Many Lands. Tid- 
marsh, however, was in Quito, Ecuador, 
at the time. 


On November 13, three Auca women 
waded across the river and approached 
the hut. They were shouting loudly to 
imitate the sound and flight of the mis- 
sionary airplane. 

Friendly Quichua Indians observed 
the Aucas as they came. Immediately, 
they sent word to Arajuno, the mission 
station founded by Ed McCully, one of 
the five martyrs. At the station with Mrs. 
Tidmarsh was Betty Elliot, wife of mar- 
tyred Jim Elliot and author of Through 
Gates of Splendor. 

At once, Betty Elliot began the labor- 
ious trek to the Aucas. For six hours, 
she worked her way along the jungle 
trail. By the time she arrived, the young- 
est of the three Auca women had re- 
turned to her village. 

With a limited Auca vocabulary she 
spoke peacefully to the women. Latest 
reports indicate that the Auca women 
stayed several days at the missionary hut. 

One of the two Auca women seems to 
be the older of the two women who ap- 
peared on the Curaray Beach two days 
before the martyr of the five mission- 
aries. The youngest of the three Auca 
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women, who returned to Auca territory 
before Betty Elliot arrived, was de- 
scribed by the Quichuas as the second 
woman on the Curaray Beach twenty- 
two months ago. 

Only recently the mission hut had 
been ransacked by marauding Aucas. 
Providentially, Tidmarsh was absent. 

When he returned, however, he re- 
ported this scene: 

“A group of Aucas, estimated to be 
about twenty in number, attacked the 
house, storming it with all ferocity from 
every direction. They broke the doors, 
smashed everything in sight except what 
they stole and scattered stuff all over the 
place. They took machetes, axes, cloth- 
ing, bedding, pots, pans and all food- 
stuffs. They left two lances in a crossed 
position before the doorway and one 
sticking in each window. 

“The lances they left were very old 
ones—wrapped around them were pages 
from an English Bible. No doubt these 
were from a Bible they got from the five 
fellows when they were killed.” 

For the past twenty-two months, Mis- 
sionaries Hobey Lowrance and John 
Keenan of the Missionary Aviation Fel- 
lowship have been making regular flights 
over the Auca village. They have been 
dropping gifts from the air. 

Recently Keenan took Tidmarsh with 
him. By a powerful public address. sys- 
tem, Tidmarsh spoke to the Aucas from 
the plane. In their own language he ex- 
pressed friendship and offered medical 
treatment to the sick if they would come 
to his missionary hut. 

This may have prompted the visit by 
the three Auca women. 


official stated that only 1,500 were 
Protestant. “There seem to be more mis- 
sionaries than converts,” he added. 


ROMAN CATHOLICS COPY GIDEONS 


A new Roman Catholic group, the 
Catholic Bible Society of America with - 
100 members plans to place Bibles in 
Roman Catholic hospitals and other in- 
stitutions throughout the country. Ac- 
cording to its president, their program 
will be similar to that of the Gideons In- 
ternational. 

First Bible placing was in the St. 
Paul’s Hospital of Dallas. 


PROFESSOR VIEWS CHINESE CHRISTIANS 


After a three week tour of Com- 
munist China, Professor Walter Freytag 
of Hamburg, Germany, reported that 
“splendid churches have been recently 
built and others have been enlarged and 
restored.” 

“They know,” he said, speaking of 
Chinese Christians, “that they are called 
to witness to the Gospel in the world. 
One constantly sees Christians quite nat- 
urally saying grace before a meal in 
public.” 

“Nowhere, however, does one find 
any fundamental criticism of the pres- 
ent political system,” he continued. 
“This is one of the things on which 
they are silent.” He added, that anyone 
who becomes a Christian cuts himself 
off from the Party and “joins a minority 
which today is at best respectfully toler- 
ated.” 


ROMAN CATHOLIC DIVORCES 


The Roman Catholic ban on the re- 
marriage of divorced persons seemed 
recently to have been badly stretched 
if not broken. Merle Oberon, the fam- 
ous film star, twice married and twice 
divorced, was remarried in a Roman 
cathedral to a Mexican industrialist 
who had been married and divorced 
three times. 

The American hierarchy was goaded 
by the American press into making an 
inquiry at the Vatican. The bishops 
were relieved to learn that the latest 
marriage of Miss Oberon is quite valid. 
But to accomplish this it was necessary 
to declare four out of the five previous 
marriages null and void (one former 
mate had died.) These marriages were 
not performed by priests. 

The bishops, it seems, did not inquire 
as to the status of the children, if any 
of the four “void” previous marriages. 

In Chicago recently, the Procurator 
General of the Roman Rota, Monsignor 
Ejido del Cuerpo, denied that Roman 
Catholic “annulments” are “only for the 
rich.” He said that the high fees are 
made necessary by the “painstaking 
method of arriving at a judgment” and 
by the fact that each and every case 
must go through three courts, ending in 
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portant — perhaps more important — than 
the decisions you will make tomorrow. One 
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true tomorrow. 
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JEWS WHO SUFFER FOR CHRIST 


Many Jews who confess Christ as Messiah and Saviour frequently un- 
dergo the severest hardships and persecutions. One Hebrew Christian 
was advised “not to be baptized,” and “don’t dare mention your faith 
to others!” In reply this courageous believer exclaimed: “Say nothing 
to anybody about my Lord? I would rather be: dead! As long as I live 
I want to be a witness for Him.” 

It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the unem- 
ployed, the maltreated, the bewildered and hungry whom we seek to 
shepherd and sustain. Please pray for us and send your gift to help 
our ministry amongst the poor and bereft, the young in our Children’s 
Home, and the aged Hebrew Christians. The need is very great. Please 
send your gift now. 
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U.S.A. Canada 
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Rome. He said that about 170 cases a 
year are handled free, “where the parties 


are poor.” 
7000 AT SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETINGS 


More than 7,000 Sunday School work- 
ers registered for the twin Sunday School 
conventions in Los Angeles and Grand 
Rapids, October, 1957, conducted by the 
National Sunday School Association. 


A.S.S.U. PRODUCES NEW FILM 


The American Sunday School Union 
has just released its new documentary 
film, “Proclaim Liberty!” which traces 
the history and work of this pioneer 
rural missionary society. 


WHO CONVERTS WHOM? 


Urging a program to encourage 
churches in Iron Curtain countries, Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, President of the 
National Council of Churches, told a 
Pasadena (Calif.) audience, “they con- 
stitute the biggest crack in the totalitar- 
ianism of Communism.” 

Dr. Blake said it was a “ridiculous 
assumption that when a Christian talks 
to a Communist, it is the Communist 
who will convert the Christian, rather 
than vice versa.” 


BIBLE MEMORY PLAN FOR LATIN AMERICA 


The systematic plan of scripture mem- 
orization, developed by the Bible Mem- 
ory Association of St. Louis has been 
translated into Spanish and will be 
used by missionaries and _ nationals 
working under the Central American 
Mission. Rev. William H. Walker, CAM 
director, and Dr. N. A. Woychuk, BMA 
Executive Director, were scheduled to 
fly early in January to Guatemala, El 
Salvador and Honduras to launch the 
new project. 


MUSSOLINI AND THE JESUITS 


The press reported the death. of 
Gaetano Salvemini, 83, Italian-born pro- 
fessor of history (Florence, Pisa, Har- 
vard), who fled Mussolini’s Italy but 
continued to wield his vitriolic pen 
against Fascism. Curiously enough, none 
of the obituaries referred to the fact 
that the central portion of his volume, 
What to Do with Italy?, written in col- 
laboration with his Harvard colleague 
George La Piana, dealt with an import- 
ant, concealed fact of modern history. 
Salvemini and La Piana presented evi- 
dence that Mussolini was financed and 
brought to power by the Jesuits in order 
to save the tottering Roman banks in 
which were vast deposits of the Vatican. 
Mussolini’s first act on assuming power 
was to guarantee all deposits, which en- 
abled the Roman Catholic Church to 
salvage several hundred million dollars. 
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THE FIGHT ON SMUT 


What You Must Do 


Supreme Court justices, like all de- 
cent people, dislike smut. The Court 
has just held that obscene literature 
which “offends the common conscience 
of the community,” is not entitled to 
constitutional protection. 

This doesn’t mean, of course, that the 
Supreme Court will itself stop the cir- 
culation of indecent literature, pictures 
and shows. It means only that if the 
purveyors of filth are prosecuted, the 
Supreme Court will not set aside the 
judgment and release the culprits on 
free speech grounds. The Court only 
flashes a green light, a go-ahead signal, 
to other people to move against ob- 
scenity. 

For whom does this green light glow? 
The government in Washington can bar 
a few items from the mails. But the main 
job must be done by local officials. They 
should vigorously prosecute violators 
among local newsdealers, booksellers, 
radio-TV stations and theaters. But it 
isn’t a job for the district attorney alone 
either. 

The prosecutor, under the law, may 
not arrest or convict a merchant or ex- 
hibitor of such junk because the con- 
science of the prosecutor himself is 
shocked. Nor~can he do so because the 
local preachers, school teachers, politi- 
cians, or newspapermen are shocked. 
The “conscience” that has to be shock- 
ed before prosecution is justified is not 
that of any individual or specialized 
group. It is the “common conscience of 
the community.” 

This points the Supreme Court's fin- 
ger directly at the common man, the 
ordinary law-abiding citizen. It gives 
him not only a right but also a duty (1) 
to know what sort of things are being 
sold in his community and (2) to tell 
the proper officials if any of them are 
indecent or obscene. This is not only a 
religious or moral duty. It is a civic 


duty, owed to the government by clear 
implication from the Supreme Court’s 
recent decision. If the common man 
fails in this duty, the prosecutor need 
not, and legally should not, conduct any 
fight on smut. 

People hesitate to complain when 
they must rely on their own judgment 
alone. Perhaps one person is a little 
more sensitive to such things than are 
others. Perhaps he will risk being called 
a prude. 

Furthermore, how can a citizen know 
that there is an obscenity law in his 
city, country or state? How can he know 
what it forbids and what it allows? How 
does he know that it is strong enough 
to support prosecutions? 

All these problems can perhaps best 
be solved by citizens working together 
in their churches or local community 
organizations. Thus they can divide 
among themselves the onerous work of 
checking the magazines, following the 
programs, and uncovering violations of 
law and morality. Together, also, they 
can form judgments that will be more 
firmly based than those they could form 
individually; judgments in which they 
themselves will have confidence and 
which public officials will be inclined to 
respect. Together, they can learn more 
easily what their local law is, can find 
out whether it is strong enough, and, if 
necessary, work for its improvement. 
Local lawyers should be asked to work 
on such committees. 

Such local committees need not work 
alone. Important help is now available 
on a national scale. After the recent 
Supreme Court decision, Protestant 
leaders set up the National Church- 
men’s Commission on Decent Publica- 
tions. Its secretary is Clyde W. Taylor, 
highly regarded evangelical leader. A 
good first step for persons who want to 
comply with the duty imposed by the 
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A MATTER 
OF LIFE AND DEATH © 


Here is a cry from the heart of a He- 
brew Christian mother behind the Iron 
Curtain, pleading for help. This is not an 
exceptional case. Similar letters from per- 
ishing people come to us daily. By the 
grace of God and through the sacrificial 
= of Christian people, we minister to 
these kinsmen of our Saviour in their 
dark hours. 


“My family and I live alone in an en- 
vironment which is openly and actively 
hostile to us as Jews. If I were to describe 
the outrages against my family and myself 
and the anti-Semitic abuses, it would take 
many pages. 

“They insult us in the street. My chil- 
dren are beaten at school. They even went 
so far as to smash our windows. We are 
called low and offensive names. 

“In order to get to the railroad station 
of our village or to the market place, I 
take side alleys to avoid meeting people. 

“Without exaggeration, ,we feel worse 
than under the Nazi occupation. This ex- 
plains why there is a constant fear and 
anxiety in my eyes. 

“You do not know my neighbors, but 
you have seen my home. It is a miserable 
shack without any conveniences, with a 
leaking roof and damp walls, unlivable in 
the winter. 

“You know that apartments are allotted 
here by the authorities according to one’s 
social status, and whether you belong to 
the Communist party. So my husband’s 
chances of getting a decent apartment be- 
cause of his background and employment, 
in addition to my Jewish background, are 
nil. Our situation is hopeless. 

“What I am asking you is, could you 
help us purchase an apartment in the 
city? The sum required is about $600.00 
for key money. Perhaps some friends 
would be willing to make a contribution 
for this need. It would make all the differ- 
ence in the world for my family to live 
in the city among other people, and not 
here in a village under the most unbear- 
able conditions. 

“If you could give us some hope, we 
would start to live again. The Lord be 
with you.” ~ 

It is of such as these that our Saviour 
says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 

Sample copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, out- 
standing missionary publication, sent free 
to all who love the Lord and His cause. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
728 ET Witherspoon Bidg., Phila. 7, Pa. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar, 1066 Avenue 
Road, Toronto 12, Ontario. 


Dear Friends of Israel: 
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Gospel Light Press 
Sunday School Lessons 
Are Correctly Graded 


to help you teach the Bible 
with materials especially 
prepared for each age child 


(CHILDREN change so much each year in 

their needs, abilities, interests, and de- 
sires. Therefore, you will find teaching 
the Bible easier and more fruitful when 
you use GosPEL LIGHT educationally- 
correct Sunday School Bible Lessons, cor- 
rectly graded to meet the needs of grow- 
ing children, through carefully prepared 
student lesson books and helpful teacher 
manuals. 


Samples available without cost. Give us 
the ages and number of students in each 
class for which you want samples. Please 
tell us your position in your church. 

To also receive the free, help- | “>~... 
ful 24-page brochure “That 
Ye May Teach” and organi- 
zational chart to help your 
Sunday School grow, ad- 
dress your request to Dept. 
GE 18, or 








SEE YOUR CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE 


Glendale 5, Calif. ©@ Mound, Minn. 
Correctly Graded Sunday School Bible Lessons 
Teaching Aids * Take-Home Papers 


Vacation Bible School Materials 











Ir you're looking for new choir music, write 


today to Praise Book PusLicaTIons, Mound, 
Minnesota, for your FREE copy of the in- 
spiring CHOIR PRAISES. Please mention your 
church and p ble arrange- 
ments at less than 6¢ each. Low quantity 
rates. Includes: Give of Your Best to the 
Master, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Open 
My Eyes That I May See, Under His Wings, 
Lead Me to Calvary, and 8 others. 


Praise Book treune, in. + dept. cers 











Supreme Court decision would be to 
write a letter to Dr. Taylor. 

The Commission will make compila- 
tions of laws, local and national, that 
can be used in the fight on indecency. 
It will compile lists of publishers, dis- 
tributors and magazines known to spe- 
cialize in smut. Perhaps already the or- 
ganization has information that can be 
used in your local program. 

We repeat, however, that judgments 
should be made locally. The courts are 
not interested, for this purpose, in any 
list of items found improper by a na- 
tional organization or by the bishops of 
any church, such as those used by the 
Roman Catholic Legion of Decency and 
the National Organization for Decent 
Literature. 

Furthermore, the program of these 
two groups is aimed, not merely at 
elimination of indecent materials but 
also at propagating Roman Catholicism. 
This is made clear in a very recent En- 
cyclical addressed by the Pope to all of 
his bishops throughout the world. Re- 
ferring especially to the Legion of De- 
cency and similar organizations, he in- 
sisted that they ban not only those 
movies, radio and TV shows that are 
shocking “to the conscience of the com- 
munity,” but also those which “contain 
something contrary to the Catholic 
faith.” 

This policy has already led to the 
banning of such great films as “Martin 
Luther.” The assaults of the Legion of 
Decency and the NODL upon religious 
freedom must be opposed by every 
means at hand. At the same time, if pos- 
sible, we should cooperate with these 
organizations and any others in efforts 
to eliminate obscenity. Let us hope that 
the recent decision of the Supreme 
Court and the organization of the 
Churchmen’s Commission will spur us 
on to victory in the fight on smut. 


‘APOSTATE’ VS. ‘APOSTATE’ 


In the Roman Catholic Northeast, if 
a Catholic politician decides to leave 
the Church, he might as well quit poli- 
tics too. “Renegade” Catholics are al- 
most sure to be blacklisted. 

James F. Byrnes became Senator and 
Governor of Protestant North Carolina 
and a U. S. Supreme Court Justice. But 
he lost the Vice-Presidency in 1944 to 
Harry Truman because in his extreme 
youth he had joined, then left, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

A temporary exception is Governor 
Robert B. Meyner of New Jersey, who 
recently ran for re-election. Someone dis- 
covered in his background a brief per- 
iod of membership in the Catholic 
Church. A whispering campaign started 
based not on his joining but on his 
leaving the Church. 











HYMNS 


edited by 
Paul Beckwith 
164 hymns. Over 
75,000 copies sold. 
“It is doubtful if 
any other collection of 
hymns now in print 
can supply such a 
beautiful and  wor- 
shipful selection of 
hymns—both words 
and music—as does 
this publication . ‘ 
Recommended wherever Christian 
groups wish to honor God in their 
singing.” —ETERNITY 
“This hymnal could well serve as 
a book of sacred songs for in- 
y Hoots gatherings of Lutherans.” 
—LUTHERAN STANDARD 


Washable paper cover.....75 cents 
at any bookstore 
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First? 


The first Gentile Christians were 
won through Jewish evangelism. For 
centuries that debt has lain unacknowl- 
edged. Only in our day is any real 
effort being made to repay it. 

Today the need and opportunity for 
witness to Jews are great. The Inter- 
national Board is confronted with de- 
mands for the Scriptures, more mis- 
sionaries, and with human need for 
material relief which are beyond its 
capacity to meet. Several missionaries 
are urgently needed in Mexico, South 
America and France. We have under- 
taken to aid 10 missionaries of the 
British Jews Society of 
Germany. Your prayers 
and fellowship are 
needed. 

Or. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Or. Robert G. Lee, Chairman, Advisory Board 
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HELSER 


MIEROP 


A reporter saved the day for Meyner 
last month. He asked his opponent, 
Malcolm S. Forbes, if he were not “in 
the same boat.” Forbes had to admit 
that he, too, was a former Catholic. 


That ended the whispering campaign. 
And Meyner was reelected. But Meyner 
had better forget about the presidency. 


6,000 MAKE DECISION IN CRUSADE FOLLOW-UP 


Late in October, 6,000 New York 
church members enjoyed a week of fol- 
low-up visitation evangelism. When the 
week was over, more than 6,000 un- 
churched persons had made “decisions 
for Christ,” according to Dr. Jesse M. 
Bader, chairman of the visitation evan- 
gelism effort. 


A total of 24,000 calls were made. 





PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


Dr. A. D. Helser, one of its best 
known workers, has been appointed 
General Director of the Sudan Interior 
Mission. He succeeds the Rev. G. W. 
Playfair. . . . Dr. William A. Mierop 
has resigned as President of the Phila- 
delphia Bible Institute to accept the 
pastorate of Hydewood Park Baptist 
Church, Plainfield, N. J... . Donald F. 
McKechnie, accounting executive of Ot- 
tawa, Ont., has been elected chairman 
of the Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee International. . . . Graham Tin- 
ning, manager of the Forest Home Con- 
ference Grounds, Redland, Calif., has 
been named executive secretary of the 
Western Conference and Camp Associa- 
tion. ... Dr. R. A. Forrest, founder of 
the Toccoa (Ga.) Institute in 1911, has 
resigned from the presidency. . . . The 
Rev. Kenneth G. Hood, field director 
for Costa Rica for the Latin America 
Mission, has been named Home Direc- 
tor of the mission. . . . Dr. Rebecca 
Price, Professor of Christian Education 
at Fuller Theological Seminary, has be- 
come paralyzed below the waist from a 
tumor on the spine. . . . Dr. Cornelius 
Haggard, President of Azusa (Calif.) 
Bible College, has been elected Presi- 
dent of the Accrediting Association of 
Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges. 
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Scripture Press 
All-Bible Graded 
Lessons help 





FREE * Sunday School lessons: 


“My Intermediate class was the problem class of the 

church. Nobody wanted to tackle them . . . nobody but 
. me. I had watched them grow up and loved them all. 
--=— I began with an intriguing lesson by Scripture Press. 
As soon as I started using ALL-BIBLE GRADED 
LESSONS I had no discipline problems.” 


} Send information on Scripture Press 
Dept. ETA 118 
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Ministers 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Cc. Edwin Houk 
“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood.” 


‘WONDERFUL BOCES By DR. TALBOT 


EPHESIANS—An Exposition 


Here Dr. Louis T. Talbot, 
Chancellor of the Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles and 
President of the Winona 
Lake Assembly, shows that 
the revelation which God 
has given the Ephesian let- 
ter is even more wonder- 
ful than that in Romans. 
Don’t miss this or the 
other truly — 


books by Dr. 
Price $2.00 
pes TALBOT = 
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BARNABAS 
(Continued from page 30) 

two engaged together in fruitful minis- 
try (Acts 11:25, 26). When the church 
wished to send a gift to “the brethren 
which dwelt in Judea” stricken by fam- 
ine, they “sent it by the hands of 
Barnabas and Saul” (vs. 30); and it was 
probably during this visit to Jerusalem 
that the incident recorded in Galatians 
2:1-10 took place. 

On their return to Antioch, “as they 
ministered to the Lord and fasted, the 
Holy Spirit said, separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them .. .” (Acts 13:2). Thus the 
intrepid pair went forth upon what is 
usually termed Paul’s first missionary 
journey; and it is significant that they 
began with a visit to Cyprus, the home 
of Barnabas. He appreciated the spirit- 
ual principle enshrined in our Lord’s 
great commission, “go ye . . . beginning 
at Jerusalem,” and to him, that meant 
his native island and home town or 
village. Yet the responsibility and priv- 
ilege of making Christ known among his 
own people did not limit his horizon. 
This was only the beginning of the task, 
for the Lord’s commission reached out 
“unto all the world.” And Barnabas 
was ready to go wherever his Master 
might appoint. 

In the early stages of their journey a 
subtle change of relationship between 
the two friends took place. The older 
man—senior in years most probably, as 
well as in Christian discipleship—had 
hitherto taken the leading part in their 
joint activities; it was truly a case of 
“Barnabas and Saul.” But now the order 
was reversed, and henceforward we read 
of “Paul and Barnabas”’—with the one 
notable exception of their further visit 
to Jerusalem, where Barnabas again 
naturally took the foremost place as 
spokesman, in presenting their “report” 
to the apostles (Acts 15:12). Now, it 
must have been a supreme test of Chris- 
tian grace, for the one who had been 
a “father in the faith” to his colleague, 
to recognize in the younger man gifts 
which marked him out as the leader in 
this great enterprise, and himself to 
accept wholeheartedly the secondary 
place. No less noble a man than Barna- 
bas could have submitted to this reversal 
of their roles, and completed the jour- 
ney in such wondrous fellowship and 
effectual ministry. 

It is indeed sad to read, after this 
record of brotherly companionship in 
such adventurous service for the Lord, 
that they quarrelled, and so bitterly as 
to cause irreparable separation. Even 
this, however, was due to the very qual- 
ities of their differing natures. The oc- 
casion was the desire of Barnabas to 
take his younger cousin, John Mark, 
with them on their proposed second 


journey; but Paul flatly refused to allow 
Mark to accompany them, because he 
had turned back during the first jour- 
ney (Acts 15:37, 38; cf. 13:13). Argu- 
ment has persisted all through the sub- 
sequent centuries as to which of the 
apostles—for so were both Barnabas 
and Paul designated from the begin- 
ning of their missionary journey (Acts 
14:4, 14, etc)—was right: the truth is 
that both stood firm for what they re- 
garded as a vital principle. Each of them 
had the limitations as well as the 
strength of his qualities; and each was, 
after all, human and therefore liable 
to err. Paul demanded nothing less than 
an utter dedication to the will of God 
which would never falter or look back. 
Such was the quality of his own dedica- 
tion, and he required it in others. One 
manifestation of weakness on the part of 
Mark stamped him, in Paul’s eyes, as 


unfitted for missionary service. Paul had . 


the iron will and inflexible spirit of the 
true missionary pioneer and was, _per- 
haps, somewhat intolerant of those cast 
in less heroic mould. Barnabas, while as 
dauntless and devoted as Saul, yet had 
a more sympathetic understanding of 
his kinsman’s human frailty, and of his 
undoubted repentance concerning his 
failure; and he was ready to give Mark 
a second chance, persuaded that this 
time he would make good. The two 
views are irreconcilable: and who shall 
say which was right? 

One lesson at least we can learn from 
this sad incident: that even our pro- 
foundest convictions are not infallible. 
We must, of course, be true to those 
convictions; but we err in regarding 
them as the only possible expression of 
the will of God in the matter concerned. 
To us, the issue is so clear, it seems that 
those holding other views are controvert- 
ing the truth; but they may be as sin- 
cere in their convictions as we are in 
ours, and have as good scriptural and 
spiritual grounds for them. Few of us 
can comprehend all the truth of any 
cifcumstances or situation; we see and 
judge in part. While adhering to our 
convictions, however, we should never 
seek to impose them on others as the 
only possible correct interpretation of 
facts and events, and the only possible 
aspect of truth. Paul and Barnabas both 
saw Clearly certain aspects of the case in 
dispute; and none of us has the right 
to act as judge between them as to 
which was nearer the mind of Christ. 
Certainly it seems that the church in 
Antioch agreed with Paul (vs. 40); and 
certainly also Barnabas disappears from 
the record at this point. We are told 
only that he took Mark and sailed unto 
Cyprus, and after that we know no 
more. Tradition has much to say about 
him, but it is unreliable; and the apo- 
cryphal gospel and epistle of Barnabas 
are both manifestly of a later date. 


ETERNITY 


For us the lessons of his life are mani- 
fold, and his example is an inspiration 
to all who regard it prayerfully. Even 
from its final recorded episode we can 
learn that the most saintly Christians 
are yet human. We all have the treasure 
of divine grace in earthen vessels. Even 
sO, we may serve our day and genera- 
tion in the will of God, to His glory. 

Paul, too, had the limitations as well 
as the strength of his character; and his 
subsequent references to Mark seem to 
imply a regret for his severe opinion and 
to express a half-apology (Col. 4:10; 
1l Tim. 4:11). Unmitigated, Paul's sev- 
erity might have crushed the spirit of 
the weaker man, whereas the consola- 
tion extended to him by Barnabas 
strengthened his resolve to live down 
his failure and to prove himself a worthy 
companion of apostles: which he did 
(see above; and Philemon 24; 1 Pet. 
5:13). Is it too much to infer that Paul 
came to think that Barnabas was right, 
after all? Did he realize that, while we 
can never set too high a standard of dis- 
cipleship for our own lives, yet toward 
others it is better to fulfill the ministry 
of a “son of consolation” than it is to 
condemn? Our Lord, looking upon 
faulty, needy, wayward men, was “moved 
with compassion”, and His disciples are 
most Christ like when they are most 
compassionate. And that was the govern- 
ing quality of the life of Barnabas. To 
the end, then, Barnabas was true to his 
name. He lived out the prophetic inti- 
mation of the delightful “Christian” 
name bestowed on him by the Spirit. 

Two other references complete the 
New Testament portrait of Barnabas. 
The first is the intimation that, like Paul, 
he received no support from the church- 
es, but kept himself by the labor of his 
hands (I Cor. 9:6); and the second, 
Paul’s revealing comment that, when 
Peter at Antioch separated himself from 
the Gentiles through the fear of “them 
of the circumcision,” other Jewish Chris- 
tians dissembled likewise, “insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried away with 
their dissimulation” (Gal. 2:13). A 
wealth of significance lies in that phrase, 
which can be rendered, “even Barnabas 

. -” It reveals an esteem for Barnabas, 
on the part of Paul, surpassing that 
which he had for Peter! Despite the 
cleavage which had come between them, 
Paul still loved him and knew him to be 
a great and true man of God. “Even 
Barnabas . . .” Is there not a tenderness, 
a respect, a yearning in the phrase, 
which forms a fitting epitaph to one of 
the brightest “lesser lights” in the firm- 
ament of the Word? Perhaps this phrase, 
indeed, is an equal tribute to the man 
who wrote it and he of whom he wrote. 
It reveals the greatness and true Christ- 
likeness of both men. Barnabas and 
Paul were at heart companions to the 
end and fellow-laborers with their Lord. 
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in most understandable form’’ 


“One of my parishoners presented me with 
a copy of the Pilgrim Edition. In using it 
as a study Bible, I found its notes to be in- 
valuable. Even though I have a library of 
several hundred volumes, I constantly find 
material included in the Pilgrim’s notes 
which I have been unable to find elsewhere. 
I have recommended it to thousands . 
God’s word, the Bible, published in the most 
understandable form.” Phil. H. Gibson, 
Pastor, The Village Church, Burbank, Cali- 
fornia. 
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NEW BOOKS 








Two new books bring the stirring enthusiasm of the Crusade’s great meetings to life again. 


RE-LIVING THE CRUSADE 


GOD IN THE GARDEN. Curtis Mitchell. Dou- 
bleday. 195 pp. $2.50. 


BILLY GRAHAM AND THE NEW YORK CRUSADE. 
George Burnham and Lee Fisher. Zon- 


dervan. 192 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Russell T. Hitt 


Two journalistic accounts of Billy 
Graham’s New York Crusade have hit 
the book stores simultaneously. 

God in the Garden is the work of 
Curtis Mitchell, feature writer for the 
American Weekly, and it is a fairly com- 
petent, fast-moving account of Billy 
Graham’s greatest evangelistic effort. 

Mitchell has captured the heart of 
Graham’s never-ending theme: “Ye must 
be born again.” He comes up with the 
same analysis that Billy’s appeal is cen- 
tered in his humility, sincerity, and 
“authority.” Mitchell finds that Graham 
is filled with a power that is “almost 
supernatural.” 

Behind-the-scenes sidelights of the 
Graham team operation and the New 
York Crusade are gratifying. 

Mitchell has a newspaperman’s eye 
for celebrities and human interest stor- 
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ies. His quotations from Billy’s diary 
help to make this the better book of the 
two. 

The Burnham-Fisher book appears to 
have been prepared rather hastily large- 
ly from the news releases that poured 
daily from George Burnham’s typewrit- 
er during the long crusade. While many 
revealing anecdotes and essays with 
clever twists are presented, little at- 
tempt has been made to join the parts 
into a harmonious picture. However, 
Burnham, a Graham convert, reveals 
his own love of the gospel Billy preach- 
es and he possesses a bit more spiritual 
discrimination than Mitchell. Also Burn- 
ham and Fisher, who has been one of 
Graham’s research assistants, have had 
seme closer contacts with the evangelist. 
These intimate shots are quite reward- 


ing. 


THE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH. Edited by F. L. Cross. Ox- 
ford. 1492 pp. $17.50. 


Reviewed by Donald Grey Barnhouse 


My study is so arranged that from my 
desk I can reach about one hundred ref- 
erence books—the heart of my library. 
Very close to hand are such Oxford Uni- 
versity Press reference books as Com- 
panion to English Literature, Compan- 
ion to American Literature, Companion 
to Music, Classical Dictionary, Diction- 
ary of English Proverbs and Dictionary 
of Quotations. 

Taking its place in this proud com- 
pany, and containing almost 300 pages 
more than any of the others, is the Ox- 
ford Dictionary of the Christian Church. 

What is to be found in such a mam- 
moth work? There are articles on all the 
false doctrines, such as Arianism, Pelag- 
ianism, semi-Pelagianism, Monophysit- 
ism and the like. There are paragraphs 
of biography on popes, theologians, mis- 
sionaries, religious charlatans such as 
Pastor Russell, and so on; summaries of 
doctrine—Heaven, Prayer, Justification 
(but not Sanctification); and summaries 
of church history: “Japan, Christianity 
in”; “United States, Christianity in.” 

The Dictionary contains a digest of 
each book in the Bible, with such com- 
ments as, Daniel was not written by 
Daniel; there are historical errors in this 
book. The Fourth Gospel is given a late 
date and questionable value. The Book 
of the Revelation is written in barbar- 
ous Greek, and it is improbable that 
John wrote it. 


The publishers could have turned out 
a much better volume by employing a 
co-editor who was familiar with church 
life in the United States. The articles 
are strongly British in content. For ex- 
ample, over half a column is devoted to 
Pentecostalism in Britain, but only six 
lines to the movement in the rest of the 
world. Of the three columns on Baptists, 
about a dozen lines are allotted to Bap- 
tists outside Britain. 

One who uses this volume will need to 
check the editor’s theological bias. In 
some cases he should refer to the fif- 
teenth edition of Hallett, Addis and 
Arnold Catholic Dictionary which, de- 
spite its Roman bias, is conservative in 
theology. For many other items, Schaff- 
Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge, though old, is still supreme. 
It is unfortunate that the Dictionary of 
the Christian Church bears so many 
traces of insularity and modernistic ob- 
scurantism. Nevertheless, it will stand 
as a valuable work of reference. 


ETERNITY 


RESPONSIBLE PROTESTANTISM. Cecil De 
Boer. Eerdmans. 247 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Nelson B. Baker 


This volume is made up of a number 
or articles written almost entirely for 
the Calvin Forum during the years 1947- 
1955. The author, until his recent death, 
was Professor of Philosophy at Calvin 
College, Grand Rapids. His dedicated 
skill in the criticism of modern secular 
society is shown in these “Essays on the 
Christian’s Role in a Secular Society.” 
In addition to matters of faith, reason, 
religion, science, and their relations, he 
deals with such topics as world peace, 
ecumenicity, church and state, the labor 
union, race relations, and religion in 
education versus Christian education. 

Certain of the more pronounced phil- 
osophical articles suffer somewhat from 
brevity. Allusions are not always self- 
explanatory and often the argument 
would convince only the already con- 
vinced. But in his handling of current 
religious and social questions the author 
is most stimulating. There are frequent 
marked flashes of insight. 

The reviewer is professor of English Bible, 
Eastern Baptist Thelogical Seminary. 


THE THREE LIVES OF ALBERT SCHWEITZER, 
Robert Payne. Nelson. 252 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by C. Everett Koop 


Robert Payne has written a readable 
biography of a controversial figure, a 
musician, theologian, and doctor. Near 
the end of the book he says of Schweit- 
zer, “In a world which had lost the gift 
of serenity, he alone seemed to be ser- 
ene.” Yet in the preceding 200 odd 
pages, he paints a portrait of a man far 
from serenity. 

Schweitzer’s comforter was Goethe. 
His reaction to adversity was bitterness, 
his philosophy was “reverence for life.” 
One cannot help but wish that the au- 
thor demonstrated more insight con- 
cerning spiritual matters, Christianity, 
and the Bible. 

Schweitzer’s concern, and perhaps his 
worship, was apparently of the creation 
and not the Creator. Statements such as, 
“He (Schweitzer) showed that the falli- 
bility of Jesus did not in the least de- 
tract from his divinity” and “in the ef- 
fort to prove Jesus normal, he only suc- 
ceeds in proving He was dull,” indicate 
some muddy theological thinking on the 
part of the biographer, or Schweitzer, or 
both. There is little to demonstrate an 
understanding of either concerning the 
sovereignty of God. 

More liberal use of anecdotes would 
give the reader a feeling of greater inti- 
macy with this man, but perhaps his 
biographer never senses that intimacy 
either. 

The reviewer is surgeon-in-chief of the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 
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Twelve messages that will inspire you to remember Jesus Christ, the 
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SAVE MONEY! Buy USED religious and 
theological books. Write for free catalog. 
Libraries purchased. 
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UNGER’S BIBLE 
DICTIONARY 


COMPLETE ... NEW 
AUTHORITATIVE 
7,000 definitions based on 
all recent discoveries and 
latest evangelical scholar- 
ship. Over 500 photo- 
graphs, drawings, maps; 
helpful outlines and charts. 
Compiled and edited by 
Merrill F. Unger, Th.D., 
Ph.D., professor of the- 
ology at Dallas Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 1,208 pages. 

$8.95 
MOODY PRESS 
CHICAGO 10 






The most 

up-to-date 
REFERENCE 
VOLUME 

of its kind! 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 
Due to publication delay, 
introductory offer continued 


7% 
through Jan. 31, 1958. Save $1. 
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PRINCIPLES AND 
PRACTICE OF 
PREACHING 


| Ilion T. Jones 





\ _ A comprehensive study 
of the art of sermon con- 
struction, by an _ experi- 
enced preacher and teach- 

er. Offering helpful sug- 
{ gestions for planning and 
} preparing a sermon, Dr. 
| Jones discusses techniques 
4 for variety in preaching 





; 1 ' and presents ideas for ad- 


vance planning. 

“This is a priceless ad- 
dition to any preacher's 
library worthy of diligent 
study and frequent refer- 
ence.” —Eternity $3.75 
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YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A 
Africa or India can be supported for $40- 
$150.00 a year. We cooperate only with evan- 
ee and evangelistic Missions. 

‘e get you reports of your worker. Write for 
information. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc. 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 
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FOR 
SEARCHING 
CHRISTIANS 


Popular titles now in 
paper-bound editions 





DOES THE BIBLE 
CONTRADICT ITSELF? 
by William F. Arndt 


A simple but scholarly treatment of 
alleged “discrepancies” in the Bible. Dr. - 
Arndt analyses nearly 400 passages and 
shows there is no contradiction. 173 
pen. 5 x 74. $1.50. Publication date: 
an. I. 


BIBLE DIFFICULTIES 
by William F. Arndt 


Throws the light of Bible scholarship 
On many questions that bother even 
the believer: Questions concerning the 
Creation, The Flood, Jonah and the 
“whale” and other Bible accounts. 176 
pages. 5 x 744. $1.50. Publication date: 
an. I. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE 
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 

by Christopher F. Drewes 
Acquaints lay readers with the back- 
ground against which sacred writers 
wrote, and makes clear the.central mes- 
sage of each book of the Bible. 236 
— 5 x 74. $1.50. Publication date: 
an. |. 


THE FLOOD 
by Alfred Rehwinkel 


Contains all the fascinatipg pictures and 
text of the original $4.75 edition. Clears 
away many disturbing questions sur- 
rounding the great world-changing flood 
of Noah’s time. 47 illustrations. 372 
pages. 514 x 8. $1.95. 


At your Religious Book Store 


Concordia 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 
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SPECIAL REPORT FOR TEACHERS 


Eternity examines the 1958 International 


LESSON COMMENTARIES 


BROADMAN COMMENTS. E. F. Haight and 
Duke K. McCall. Broadman. 456 
pages. $2.50. 

ARNOLD'S COMMENTARY. Edited by B. L. 
Olmstead. Light and Life. 286 pages. 
$2.25. 

ROZELL’S COMPLETE LESSONS. Edited by 
Ray Rozell. Rozell & Co. 342 pages. 
$2.95. 

TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE. Edited by 
Frank S. Mead. Revell. 383 pages. 
$2.75. 

STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY. Edited 
by John Carter. Standard. 448 pages. 
$2.95. 

PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES. Edited by Wil- 
bur M. Smith. Wilde. 451 pages. In- 
dex. $2.95. 

HIGLEY’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON COM- 
MENTARY. Edited by R. D. Higley, L. 
R. Ringenberg, John Paul and J. A. 
Huffman. Higley Press. 320 pages. 
$2.25. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


These seven commentaries on the 
1958 International Sunday School Les- 
sons are well known to many. 

As usual, the Sunday School lessons 
are divided into the four quarters of the 
year. The first quarter deals with New 
Testament teaching about the church; 
the second quarter deals with early He- 
brew history; the third, principles of 
Christian conduct; and the fourth, stud- 
ies in the life of Christ from the Synop- 
tic Gospels. 

One of the outstanding characteristics 
of most of the texts is that they present 
a wide selection of audio-visual aids to 
be used in connection with the Sunday 
School lesson. 

Broadman Comments gives a brief in- 
troduction concerning the church. Then 
in the lesson material it presents a 
sketch of the lesson, a slight comment- 
ary on the text, the application of the 
lesson, and a number of visual aids to 
be used with the lesson. 

Arnold’s Commentary is somewhat 
akin to the Broadman Commentary 
with two exceptions: there is a good ex- 
planation of the text, followed by 
points of discussion from the lesson, and 
then suggestions as to how the lesson 
may be presented to the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday School. Each lesson 
is followed by a brief message from the 
editor. This volume has a brief Bible 
dictionary covering the terms used in 
the lessons. 

Tarbell’s Teacher's Guide contains an 


excellent list of audio-visual aids for 
each lesson, at the beginning of the 
book. This facilitates long-term plan- 
ning on the part of the teachers. The 
advantage of this listing is that the aids 
are taken from the film libraries of all 
publishers, and thus the list is a valu- 
able aid in teaching. 

In addition to the lesson commentary, 
Rozell’s Complete Lessons has in the 
back of the book some blank pages for 
the teacher’s supplementary notes. 

The Higley Commentary is similar to 
the other texts. One of its advantages 
is that it contains several maps of the 
Bible lands to be covered by the lessons. 
There is also a chart in the beginning 
of the book giving a six-year cycle which 
is covered by the International Sunday 
School Lessons. 

The two outstanding Sunday School 
lesson aids through the years have been 
the Standard Lesson Commentary and 
Peloubet’s Select Notes. 

The Standard Lesson Commentary is 
not only an excellent text but a beauti- 
ful piece of publishing. It will do any- 
one’s library proud. At the beginning 
there is an excellent index of printed 
texts, and a cumulative index which 
covers the entire six-year cycle of Sun- 
day School lessons. This is followed by 
several introductory articles on the 
Church of the New Testament, the eter- 
nal glory of the Church, and “In all 
things the preeminence,” setting forth 
the glory of the Savior. 

Each lesson has in it an excellent ex- 
planation of the text, followed by dis- 
cussion and application, truths for daily 
living. Then it has flannelgraph sug- 
gestions for teaching the lesson, with an 
actual picture showing what flannel- 
graph figures to use with each lesson. 
These figures are not complicated, any- 
one can use them, and they can easily 
be made at home. Incidentally, all the 
aids suggested by the commentary can 
be obtained from the publishers of the 
commentary. 

Peloubet’s Select Notes has been a 
perennial standby for many Sunday 
School teachers, and well it should. As 
you would expect, with Wilbur M. 
Smith as editor, there is in the begin- 
ning of this book an excellent list of 
bibliographies, which may not only be 
used profitably by the Sunday School 
teacher, but which the preacher might 
well scan. These bibliographies deal 
with the Church, history of the Hebrew 
people and Old Testament archeology; 
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commentaries on the books of Exodus, 
Deuteronomy, and Mark. In each lesson 
there is a recommendation for further 
reading from books not mentioned in 
the general bibliography. 

Thus, Peloubet’s Select Notes is a 
gold mine for one who wishes to build 
a Christian library for the Sunday 
School or the church, or for himself per- 
sonally. The plan for each lesson is 
clearly set forth and an excellent out- 
line is given. At the close of each lesson 
there is a selection from history or liter- 
ature to illustrate one of its points. 


EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE OF JAMES, by 
Thomas Manton. Sovereign Grace. 
454 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


The Sovereign Grace Book Club is 
seeking to make available to modern 
readers many of the older Puritan 
works that have long been out of print. 
They have included the writings of 
Thomas Manton, seventeenth-century 
British clergyman and scholar. This re- 
print is his thorough study of the 
Epistle of James, verse-by-verse. As in- 
troduction the publisher has given a 
brief summary of the outstanding events 
of Manton’s life for the benefit of read- 
ers not familiar with the history of the 
period. Besides the excellent study, the 
book contains an index of subjects and 
Scripture texts. 

The reviewer is pastor of Be Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, Pi, oe fei 


DELINQUENCY, SICKNESS OR SIN? by Rich- 
ard Vincent McCann, Harper, 165 pp. 
$3.00. 


Reviewed by Robert L. Wendt 


This book deals with a study of de- 
linquent und, for comparison, non-de- 
linquent youths in the Boston area. The 
most searching chapters point to the 
root of delinquent behavior in American 
society, and these chapters are entitled, 
“Youth in Search of a Self” and “Our 
Sick Society and Youth’s Predicament.” 
If your business is to pick at a book, 
most evangelical Christians would take 
exception to the thought that there is 
an “intrinsic goodness of the man” that 
evidently needs developing. This re- 
viewer would suggest that you recognize 
the differences in the theological inter- 
pretation of man and his depravity and 
get the worthwhile meat from this book. 
To be orthodox and admit the depravity 
of mankind doesn’t explain delinquent 
behavior in a law-abiding society any- 
more than any other mono-causation 
theory does, be it sore feet or bad eyes. 

The author would have us realize that 
the sickness is a reflection of society's 
own condition and the sin is the man- 
ner in which society is treating the de- 
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Che Sunday Srhonl Cimes 


The All-Round Every-Week 


CHRISTIAN JOURNAL 


International Uniform Lessons 


are treated in such a way that the busy teacher will find it possible to conduct a 
satisfactory class for all ages. Just look at these helps — 


MAIN Lesson Exposition. By Dr. J. C. Macaulay. 
Busy MEN’s Corner. By Tom M. Olson. 
Juniors. By Miss Ruth E. Dow. 

PRIMARY. By Miss Helen E. Odenwelder. 

LittLe Jetrs and Boys’ Tarks. By Wade C. Smith. 
Grrts’ Cass. By Miss Vivian D. Gunderson. 
FAMILY Worsuip. By Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth. 
QUESTIONS AND ANswers. By Dr. J. C. Macaulay. 
Brief Stories and Incidents Illustrating the Lesson. 
Short Article for Superintendents. By the Rev. J. E. Harris 


For Inspiration and General Information 


Once a month Dr. Wilbur M. Smith unearths unusual bits of 
news gathered from around the world. 
Occasional articles on recent archaeological discoveries 
by Dr. Joseph P. Free. 

Notes on Open Letters answer puzzling and hard questions. 
Christian Endeavor topics thoroughly expounded. 


Extremely Important Articles Constantly Appear, Such as— 


The Last Great Battle Before the Millennium 
Perils in Your Prayers 
Law and Grace 
Can a Christian Be Demon-Possessed? 
A Swedish Expert Opposes Alcohol 





Annual rate, $4; in clubs of 5 or more, $3 each subscription. 
Canada: add 25c each per year; foreign; add $1 each per year 
(stated in U.S.A. dollars). 
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“Perhaps the most 
outstanding Christian & 
novel I have ever read” a 
— DR. FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 
“Perhaps at last we have LEAST 
found the happy com- 
bination of total honesty OF ALL 
and yet a positive Chris- 
tian witness” 
— PROF. CLYDE S. KILBY S Al N TS 


$3.50 at your bookstore 
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linquent. All persons interested in this 
problem will find this book useful. It 
has three major advantages. First, it 
speaks with authority. Second, it is brief, 
giving a fine bibliography for those who 
would pursue any particular subject 
further. Third, it gives the reader real 
tools with which he too can take hold 
of the problem. The two chapters, “The 
Role of the Clergy in Delinquency Pre- 
vention,” and “Preventive Opportuni- 
ties for Parents and Laymen” are about 
the finest things this reviewer has seen on 
these topics. 

The reviewer is Assistant Professor of So- 
ow at Salem College, Winston-Salem, 
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@ year ‘round Creative 
Activity PATTERN BOOK 
Seasonal patterns and simple instructions for 


year ‘round activity projects. Use in VBS, Sun- 
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@ year ‘round CONTEST KIT 


Four lively contests — one for each quarter 
— will keep youngsters on their toes and 
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At your Bookstore, or Dept. ET-1 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 








1 AND Il TIMOTHY AND Titus. William Hen- 
driksen. Baker. 404 pp. $6. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


A brilliant masterpiece written by a 
devout, scholarly Bible student and theo- 
logian. This is the third volume in the 
series of commentaries on the New Test- 
ament books produced by Dr. Hendrik- 
sen, and it measures up to the high 
standards previously set by his exhaus- 
tive expositions of the Gospel of John 
and the Thessalonian epistles. In a day 
when so many studies of the Pastorals 
deny the authorship of St. Paul and 
speak of “Timothy” and “Titus” in 
quotes, it is refreshing to find this auth- 
or’s insistence that the aged apostle Paul 
was the one who penned these letters to 
his youthful protégés. Indeed, Dr. Hen- 
driksen offers forty pages of introduc- 
tion, listing the arguments pro and con 
the Pauline authorship. 

The author’s translation of the text 
precedes the commentary itself. The few 
Greek words interspersed throughout 
should not detract from the usefulness 
of the book for the reader who knows 
no Greek and will be valuable to the stu- 
dent of original languages. Technical 
data is confined to foot-notes. 

The book is not a dull, dry study of 
Bible texts. Rather, since the author is 
at present a busy minister in the Mid- 
west, it is replete with practical applica- 
tions to modern Christian living. With- 
out question, this is the finest contemp- 
orary commentary on the pastoral epis- 
tles. 


A BRIDE FOR HIS SON. Thomas A. Lambie. 
Loizeaux. 188 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


The late Thomas Lambie, veteran 
medical missionary to Africa and the 
Holy Land, was a man of God who min- 
istered to men’s bodies as well as their 
souls. His great medical work among the 
Shilluk and Ethiopian people, the con- 
struction of the large hospital at Addis 
Ababa and the erection of the sanitor- 





ium outside of Bethlehem gave evidence 
of the compassion Dr. Lambie had for 
lost souls in distant lands. 

His poignant interpretation of Bible 
truth, as illustrated by the devotional 
gems in this book, offers evidence of his 
love for the Savior he served. Twenty- 
one brief meditations from various parts 
of the Scriptures offer what the sub-title 
of the book calls “more light from Bible 
lands on Bible illustrations.” For the 
reader who appreciates devotional liter- 
ature, these morsels from Dr. Lambie’s 
table of experience will be refreshing 
food indeed. 


The tor of Be Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa 


THROUGH THE PENTATEUCH CHAPTER BY 
CHAPTER. W. H. Griffith Thomas. Eerd- 
mans. 191 pp. $3. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


A book by the late W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, outstanding Bible expositor 
and devotional writer, always promises 
to be a worthy volume. First published 
as a series in a British magazine, they 
have now been gathered by the author's 
daughter for publication in more per- 
manent form. After an opening chap- 
ter, offering suggestions on Bible study 
and a brief general introduction to the 
Pentateuch, the book proceeds with a 
chapter-by-chapter summary of the first 
five books of the Old Testament. Each 
of the Bible books is prefaced by a dis- 
cussion of its title, purpose, plan and 
significant features. Then, the chapter 
summary is followed by a “Message for 
Meditation,” a few seed thoughts for 
further contemplation. Extremely help- 
ful as a rapid survey of the Pentateuch. 


PREACHING AND TEACHING THE NEW TESTA- 
MENT. P. B. Fitzwater. Moody. 622 pp. 
$7.95. 


Reviewed by Howard Ferrin 


In a day when there is dearth of bib- 
lical preaching and teaching, this book 
is spiritually refreshing and stimulating. 

“Through the centuries of church his- 
tory, the index of spiritual power has 
been the vitality of preaching. If there 


“MEETS OUR NEEDS AS HO OTHER!” 


e “How thankful | am for Prophecy Monthly. 

It gives spiritual feasts not only to me but to 
hundreds who share them through translations 
| publish"’— says missionary in South India. 
Don't miss this jam-packed digest of world 
news interpreted in the light of promhecy plus 
spiritual vitamins needed by all God’s people. 


PROPHECY 


“Nothing Hike it’ — “Different from any other Christian magazine" say 


is to be a return to this power, there 
must be a return to the real preaching 
of the Word of God.” 

An old Puritan divine said, “When so 
many are preaching to the times, let one 
brother speak for eternity.” The author 
of this volume does just that. 

The book is evangelical, practical and 
is a veritable gold mine of sermonic ma- 
terial. It is a thorough analysis of the 
entire New Testament. 

The author has kept in mind in writ- 
ing the volume not only the preacher 
but also the teacher and the Christian 








and snappy —— useful wpm Many 
for anda y —a truly fruitful ministry. 
8 Months Trial Only $1.00 — Send your Order Today 
This Faith Work devoted to ey te oe a aaa been used of God and richly blessed for over a quarter 
of acentury. 0 Tria! Subscription $1 h OC Please send Free Sample Copy 














layman. 
Neme Add The reviewer is president of Providence- 
Clip and mail to PROPHECY MONTHLY, Dept. E, P. O. Box 41198E, Los Angeles 41, Calif. Barrington (R. I.) Bible College. 
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CUSTOMERS 
; (Continued from page 23) 
that’s just the way he is, and, after 


all, he is so talented that it’s all 

right.’ But the doctrine of Christian 

vocation raises real questions as to 

whether God uses these same scales.” 
* #* @ 

It was another kind of diner, years 
earlier. The kind that doesn’t roll 
and that deals in hamburgers. 

From where we sat at the counter 
we could see through the steamed-up 
windows to the street. It was toward 
the end of the first semester in Jan- 
uary. While we were eating we saw 
an old Model-T pull up and several 
fellows get out. 

We knew who they were, although 
we didn’t really know them very 
well. A few days earlier they had 
been expelled from college. 

When they came in, a couple of 
them waved at us, then sat down a 
few stools away. You could hear them 
going over what had happened dur- 
ing the past week. 

We had finished our hamburgers 
by this time, so we paid our bill and 
started out. As we passed by, my 
friend stopped beside one of them, 
the son of a Christian leader. 

“You know,” my friend began, 
talking in a low voice to this fellow, 
“I can understand how those other 
guys got into that mess. But I sure 
can’t understand you, with the father 
you've got.” 

I don’t think I'll ever forget his 
reply. 

“What do you mean, the father 
I’ve got?” (You could hear him all 
over the diner.) “I haven’t got a 
father. I never had a father. The 
Lord had my father for His work. 

He never had any time for us kids.” 
* * * 

Dear Father: I thank you for al- 
ways being ready to listen to me, and 
to stand by me, and to help me. Help 
me to be a father like You to my sons 
during this new year. Give me a fresh 
understanding that they are my re- 
sponsibility, in Your work, just as 
much as all these other things You 
have given me to do. Keep me. from 
preaching to others and then seeing 
my own sons become castaways. In 
Your Son’s name. Amen.—Joseph T. 
Bayly. 
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Can you 
use an 
extra 
$50 
each 
week ? 





Or even $25? Are you tired of not 
being able to make ends meet? Or 
are there some items you have been 
longing for that just won’t fit into 
your budget? Are you seeking 
financial independence ? 

If you are looking for a pleasant 
part-time job representing a service 
that has no competition—then you 
will want to rush to us the coupon 
below! 

You will represent a company 
that has been in business 35 years 
and is well-known and’ respected. 

his opportunity offers you un- 
limited Christian service as well as 
real financial independence. In a 
twelve year period Mrs. Hazel 
Garberson, an ordained minister of 
the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church earned $3,985 to $5,400 per 
year for part-time work. Rev. John 
Yates, working part-time while 
building a flourishing church and 
during 53 working days this year, 
earned $2,325.10. Irma Mayer, while 
attending college and working part- 
time, earned $584.20 in one month. 

You, too, can represent us on a 
part-time basis either after your 
regular working hours; or, as a 
housewife you can work our pro- 
gram into your own schedule of time. 

Don’t miss this opportunity for 
added happiness. Be in the 
coupon below today. 


Are you seeking 
a job where 
you can earn 
$10,000 a year? 


Are you dissatisfied with your 
present occupation? Would you like 
a job where you can combine Chris- 
tian service with rewarding financial 
gain? Are you interested in financial 
independence where your earnings 
are limited only by your own ambi- 
tion, ability and vision? 

Then you will want to contact us 
immediately. Our Service is highly 
recommended by Christian leaders 
in every Protestant denomination 
—men and women whom you know 
and respect. 

Our program has no competition. 
There are no deliveries to make. 
Every home is a prospect. However, 
you do no “cold canvassing”? but 
work on a proven selected lead 
system. 

J. C. Robison earned $1,520.75 
in one month working full time 
while Dr. Herbert Blashfield, a 
retired pastor, earned $12,131.40 
in one year, 

You will want to join the ranks 
of these and others who have found 
financial independence and Chris- 
tian service representing our well- 
established organization. Rush the 
coupon below to us today. You’ll 
be glad you did! 


Mr. W. A. PotreNnceER, President 
1018 S. Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago 5, Illinois 
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1018 S. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 44 Chicago 5, Illinois 
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work with your company. I understand I am under no ae. Please send me the folder 
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6 of your successful representatives 


and a record of their earnings. Also send me complete information on your program, 
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SPUTNIK'S YEAR 
(Continued from page 17) ips 


Red missiles conquered such problems still plaguin 
the U. S. as separation of the sky vehicle’s three stages. 
Long range telemetering and the strong and lengthy 
Sputnik beep showed surprising Russian accomplish- 
ments in electronics. In metallurgy, overcoming of 
heat and structural problems in Sputnik missiles shows 
the Reds ahead in manufacturing high-temperature 
alloys. In chemistry, great speed and weight of Sput- 
niks indicate Russians have taken the lead in high- 
energy fuels to propel high-altitude rockets. 


HOW DID THEY DO IT? 


How had Russia done it? In 1950, the U. S. gave 
degrees to 78,000 scientists and engineers—twice the 
total of Soviet graduates in these fields. Now the tables 
are turned. In 1957 Russia will send forth 150,000 
university-trained scientists and engineers to the U. S.'s 
70,000. Among the new engineers in the U. S. S. R., 
about one out of five will be women. Russia today has 
a pool of 1.5 million professional scientists and engi- 
neers, which is 200,000 more than the U. S. But, very 
important, more than three times as many Russians 
as Americans are in long-range basic scientific research 
projects, experimenting in uncharted frontiers that 
sometimes yield significant practical- uses. 

But the picture is not even as favorable to us as the 
above statistics would indicate. For while we have 1.3 
million scientists there are many of them who are 
engaged in making fish-tail designs for automobiles, 
engineering Lionel trains and other toys. We have 
chemists by the hundreds who are producing cosmetics. 
We have several thousands of engineers who are spend- 
ing their time stream lining gadgets. 

An electrical engineer in the $10,000-a-year bracket 
told me that if he would resign his white collar job 
and take a job as an electrician with some contracting 
company that is erecting buildings or launching new 
housing developments, he would probably increase his 
earnings by fifty per cent. 

This is a thing that may make the pressure groups 
howl, but the truth is more than evident: unless the 
farmers and the union men of America take a smaller 
percentage of the national income, our democracy is 
doomed. Today a school teacher gets $5,000 a year 
and a brick-layer gets $10,000. This should be reversed. 
If it is not, our democracy is doomed. 

I read an article recently that spoke of the wild 
activities in-Texas towns on behalf of their high school 
football teams. Can people in our towns not realize 
that this is the type of thing that will destroy America? 
They may be fun and they may be desirable. But if 
your neighbor’s house is on fire, you must suspend your 
normal activities. The rest of the world is on fire and 
the United States is trying to live a normal life. Jt can’t 
‘be done. 

Why not have a Saturday afternoon in which the 
students of one high school compete against the stu- 
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dents of another high school in complicated problems 
of mathematics? Why not have Rotary, Kiwanis and 
other civic clubs offer prizes for high marks in chemis- 
try and physics? Let our young people learn to con- 
sider spirit above mind and mind above body. A na- 
tion that wants a 40-hour week so that it can spend 
almost two billion dollars on fishing and hunting is 
a nation that is on its way to destruction. 

There are other things that need to be said about 
life in America in 1957. Regardless of one’s opinions 
on segregation, it should be set down on paper that if 
Soviet commissars one day walk the streets of America 
patroling the ruins of a bombed country, they prob- 
ably will put a hundred or so black commissars in 
Little Rock. And the country can thank Faubus for it. 
In saying this I am not entering into a discussion of 
the question of integration. I am commenting on the 
fact that one billion five hundred million dark skinned 
people are not going to tolerate that any one race shall 
snub another. 

Last year in the survey of 1956 I nominated as fools 
of the year the fraternity in Chicago who expelled a 
Chinese because he was a Chinese. This year I call 
attention to the fact that two Chinese students in 
America have been awarded the Nobel prizes in phy- 
sics. 


EVENT OF THE YEAR—SPUTNIK 


Event of the year? Sputnik. Man of the year? The 
Russian scientist who headed the project, or a com- 
posite of the scientists who did it. Or perhaps even 
Khrushchev who learned that it is possible to give 
scientists such prestige and incentives that they can 
work freely and that a nation of students can put aside 
every other interest in order to achieve the status of 
scientist, and that science can be channeled to serve a 
dictatorship. 

And now we come to the conclusion. All that we 
have said has to do with the world as it is seen by those 
who gather the “‘news.” What is “news”? Is there any- 
thing of spiritual value? Billy Graham in Madison 
Square Garden may have been more important than 
Sputnik in the eternal scheme of things. In fact, some 
totally unknown Christian in some corner of a mis- 
sion field may have lived in such a way as to provide 
Satan with his most bitter mouthful of dust. 

Let it be realized, however, that “Righteousness 
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any 
people” (Prov. 14:34) . And if there are those who look 
up and say, “Lord, what can J do about it?” the an- 
swer from the Word of God is simply, “Yield ye your 
members as instruments of righteousness” (Rom. 
6:13) . And, as for me, I pray, “Woe is me! for I am un- 
done; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5). And I 
hear Him say, “Watch! for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh” (Matt. 12:44), and, “Ye 
shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be 
not troubled” (Matt. 24:6). Thank you, Lord. 


ETERNITY 


COMFORTER 
(Continued from page 19) 


included in His promises to His dis- 
ciples: “I do not pray for these only, 
but also for those who are to believe 
in me through their word” (John 
17:20) . 

What spiritual vistas this opens to 
us! A little group of believers are 
gathered together, praying for mis- 
sionaries on duty for the Lord in 
some far distant land, separated from 
their fellow believers by thousands 
of miles of land and water; they are 
at their lonely post of duty the only 
believers within miles; they are 
thinking of friends and loved ones 
at home. 

In addition, believers at home and 
those on the mission field are sepa- 
rated by untold millions of miles 
from the throne of grace. 

But what is geography? What are 
miles of distance? What are worry 
and loneliness? The speed of the 
Holy Spirit can bring us together in 
fellowship before the throne—all one 
in Christ Jesus! We have not yet 
begun to tap the surface of our priv- 
ileges of fellowship with our blessed 
Lord, simply because we have been 
ignorant of the possibilities of the 
Spirit's ministry in our hearts. 

We return to our Lord and His 
disciples. One last gracious word the 
Lord speaks to His own: being 
grieved with their grief, distressed by 
their disappointment, and being 
moved with compassion by the fear 
in their eyes at being left behind 
without Him, He says, “I will not 
send you away orphans; I come to 

(John 14:18 Greek). 

His declaration indicates their 
thoughts. Will He leave us? To 
whom shall we turn? Who will pro- 
vide for us? Who will care for us? 

Hardly finding words to express 
His great love—for what language can 
express it?—our divine Lord assures 
the disciples that they will not be 
set adrift. “I will not send you away. 
I will not put you off from Me. I 
will not desert you. I come to you!” 
Not the weakness of the future tense 
does our Lord use, but the vivid as- 
surance of the present: “I am com- 
ing to you!” Orphans they will never 
be, and never need we be. 
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TEACH WITH SUCCESS 
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A. C. GAEBELEIN 
(Continued from page 9) 


lisher have very heavy responsibilities in Christian 
work outside the magazine field. Dr. English is Chair- 
man of the Committee of the Oxford University Press 
on the Revision of the Scofield Reference Bible, a 
Committee of which Dr. Gaebelein is Vice-Chairman. 
In addition, his Bible teaching ministry is time-con- 
suming. 

Dr. Gaebelein is occupied with his work as head- 
master of the Stony Brook School and with preaching 
and various other Christian activities. 

In view of these responsibilities and also in view of 
the rising costs in magazine publishing both the editor 
and the publisher prayerfully came to the reluctant 


conclusion it would be wise for Our Hope in its pres- 
ent solvent condition to merge with ETERNITY. 

Dr. Frank Gaebelein has been on our masthead for 
several years as one of Consulting Editors of Erernity, 
and we will welcome Dr. Schuyler English to these 
pages. 

One of the features that we wish to preserve here in 
ETERNITY will be the reprinting of some of the most 
powerful pages of the devotional writings of Dr. Arno 
C. Gaebelein. And as ETERNITY now enters thousands 
of additional Christian homes, we trust that it can be 
a blessing to many. Do not receive us with scepticism 
or with criticism at first, but ask the Lord to bless our 
ministry to you. Then we trust, that together we may 
go forward for the exaltation of the majesty of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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you can WILL 


a guaranteed income for life 













to loved ones... 


.: and your money continues 





to work for the Lord! 





There is no need to wonder if monies left to loved ones 
will be dissipated, or unwisely spent for purposes con- 
trary to your wishes or their best interests. 


It is possible to make your will in such a way that 
your friends or loved ones will be remembered gen- 
erously . . . providing them with assured incomes as 
long as they live . . . and at the same time making sure 
that your money will be used for the furtherance of 
Christ’s Kingdom. 





Suggested simple form 

of bequest... 

“I give and bequeath to The Trustees of 
Wheaton College, an educational corporation, 
of Wheaton, Illinois, organized under a Spe- 
cial Act of the General Assembly of the State 


The answer is Wheaton Annuities! 





Through the Wheaton Annuity Plan, you can provide 
regulated sums of money by will for your loved ones 


of Illinois, the sum of Dollars . . . knowing beforehand that your gift-annuity will 
($ . ). Said College, in return for this bring them a steady, guaranteed income for life . . . 
gift, shall issue, as of the date of my death, and your money will be working also “for Christ and 
to » pro- His Kingdom” . . . helping to train young men and 





viding (he or she) survives me, an annuity 
contract calling for annual payments to 
at its regular rates 


as applied to (his or her) then age as long as 





women for lives of Christian service and influence. 


Please write us concerning your questions about 
Wheaton Annuities. There is no obligation, of course. 


the or she) shall live.” 
Bisa Write also for your free copy of the booklet, Pleas- 


ant Tomorrows. Mail coupon today. 
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your best years 


are just ahead 
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@ At Moody Bible Institute... 
you can choose from eight basic courses to prepare for a 
life of Christian service. 


GENERAL BIBLE is an excellent foundation for every 
Christian, no matter what his life work. 


PASTORS course includes theology, Greek, and other 
Bible subjects, as well as practical ways of preaching 
and teaching God’s Word. 


MISSIONARY training is thorough . . . including 
language study, Bible, medicine, and techniques of 
missionary work. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION stresses both theory and 
“chow to do it” for prospective teachers and administrators. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION-MUSIC is tailor made for 
combination workers in churches of all sizes. 


SACRED MUSIC course is geared to the conservatory 
level, with a new, well-equipped building for practice 
and performance. 


JEWISH MISSIONS helps you understand the Jew and 
hjs religion . . . and ways of reaching him for Christ. 


MISSIONARY TECHNICAL provides instruction in 
aviation and communications . . . meeting the urgent need 
on mission fields. 


Moody’s location in the heart of Chicago means abundant 
opportunity for part-time work and for practical Christian 
experience. Tuition is free, too, because of the gifts of 

thousands of God’s people who want you to have MBI training. 


Because of Moody’s sound academic standards, many colleges 
and universities allow liberal transfer of credit for work taken. 


Write today for more information about YOUR BEST YEARS .. . 
at Moody Bible Institute. 
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<<’ MOODY BIBLE 
‘ 7 INSTITUTE 


820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 


Accredited by Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes 
and Bible Colleges 


Dept. ET-58-255 
Orrice or ADMISSIONS 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me your latest catalog and pictorial booklet, 
“Life at Moody.” 


Name Age 





Address. 








City 
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